
Prayers & Readings 5th September 2021 

Collect 
Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new and living way into your 
presence: give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to worship you in spirit and in truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

(or)  
 
Merciful God, your Son came to save us and bore our sins on the cross: may we trust in 
your mercy and know your love, rejoicing in the righteousness that is ours through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.”  Samuel said, “How can 
I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I 
have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’  Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what 
you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.”  Samuel did what 
the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 
trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?”  He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked 
on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before the LORD.” But the LORD said 
to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”  Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him 
pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.”  Then Jesse made 
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.”  Jesse made seven 
of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of 
these.”  Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for 
we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, 
and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is 
the one.”  Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. 
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

Acts 2:25-36 

For David says concerning him,‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
    for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
    moreover my flesh will live in hope. 
 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 



    or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 You have made known to me the ways of life; 
    you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and 
was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.  Since he was a prophet, he knew that God 
had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his 
throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 

‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
    nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 

 This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.  Being therefore exalted at the 
right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he 
has poured out this that you both see and hear.  For David did not ascend into the heavens, 
but he himself says, 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 

 Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both 
Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

 
Luke 1:67-80   

 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 

 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed 
them. He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David,  as he spoke 
through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we would be saved from our 
enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. Thus he has shown the mercy promised to 
our ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant,  the oath that he swore to our 
ancestor Abraham, to grant us  that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear,  in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord 
to prepare his ways,  to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their 
sins. By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us,  to give 
light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way 
of peace.” The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the 
day he appeared publicly to Israel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Post Communion 

Lord God, the source of truth and love, keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, united in prayer and the breaking of bread, and one in joy and simplicity of 
heart, in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
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