
Sunday 3rd May – 4th Sunday of Easter 
 
 
 
Opening hymn – Be still for the presence of the Lord 
 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
The holy One, is here; 
Come bow before him now 
With reverence and fear 
In him no sin is found 
We stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
The holy One, is here. 
 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around; 
He burns with holy fire, 
With splendour he is crowned: 
How awesome is the sight 
Our radiant king of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around. 
 
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place: 
He comes to cleanse and heal, 
To minister his grace - 
No work too hard for him. 
In faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place. 
 
Easter greeting: 
 
Alleluia, Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 
 
 



Praise – Psalm 23 
 
1    The Lord is my shepherd;   

therefore can I lack nothing. 
2    He makes me lie down in green pastures   

and leads me beside still waters. 
3    He shall refresh my soul   

and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
4    Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

    I will fear no evil;   
for you are with me; 

    your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5    You spread a table before me 

    in the presence of those who trouble me;   
you have anointed my head with oil 

    and my cup shall be full. 
6    Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me 

    all the days of my life,   
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 
All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
Collect for 4th Sunday of Easter 
 
Almighty God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: 
raise us, who trust in him, 
from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, 
that we may seek those things which are above, 
where he reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
  



Readings 
 
Acts 2:42-end 
 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done 
by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in 
common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together 
in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and 
generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And 
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 
John 10:1-10 
 
‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and 
the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, 
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.’ Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 
So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not 
listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will 
come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 
 
 
 
 
Sermon – Rev Paul Day 
 
Less than two months ago the headlines in the news were about the first death 
in the UK from coronavirus. How things have changed. Today we rejoice if the 
number of deaths in one day in hospitals alone is below 500 and we know that 
more than 20,000 people in total have died in this country because of the 



virus. We probably all have known someone or certainly known of someone 
who has died from the virus. 
 
Death and pain and grief and suffering are all around us.  
 
I’m sure that those well known words from Psalm 23 have never been more 
true in our lifetimes - I walk through the valley of the shadow of death 
 
But how do we respond to this situation? Does our faith help us? Maybe it 
makes us ask questions of God. Questions such as .. 
Why is this happening? How can it be that it all seems so random and unfair? 
Why are the good suffering? Why doesn’t God act? And how can we square 
what is happening all around us with the kind of thing Jesus says in that gospel 
reading - I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 
There is nothing wrong with asking these kinds of questions of God. Asking 
such questions does not in any way lessen our faith or make us a worse 
Christian. In fact asking such questions can help us grow and develop in our 
understanding of God and his world. Theresa was reminding us last week 
about Thomas and the fact that the questions he asked helped him in his 
understanding of the purposes of God and enabled him to worship Jesus with 
the words My Lord and My God. 
 
So what can we say about this virus. Why is it happening? 
 
Scripture and tradition – accumulated wisdom over the years – tell us that God 
created a perfect world – we read in Genesis 1 that God declared it to be very 
good. It was in harmony; in balance; and relationship was at its core. For 
humans this meant good and wholesome relationships with the created world, 
with each other, with God and with ourselves.  
 
The Bible uses the Adam and Eve story to tell us how things went wrong. How 
relationships were soured. With God – not trusting in what he said; with each 
other – we see blame and counter blame; with the world around us – the 
exploitation of creation; and with ourselves – covering up, not telling the 
whole truth, the evidence of shame. It doesn’t matter whether or not that 
story is factually true or a story which contains a message of truth. All we need 
to do is to look around us to see the effects of how the whole created world 
has fallen short of the perfection that was there when it was created. 
 



Relationships have been broken. The evidence is all around us. Poverty, 
conflict, discontent, greed, mistrust, suffering, even climate change and its 
many effects. The harmony that was there in creation has gone. All around is 
discord.  
 
And coronavirus is part of this. Some might say it’s a natural disaster, but it’s 
fairly well attested that it is a virus that has jumped species. And such a thing is 
made more likely to happen because of deforestation, environmental 
destruction and exploitation and so on. So perhaps it’s not so much of a 
natural disaster after all, but a result of this discord that is all around us a 
result of the broken relationship between humanity and the rest of the world. 
 
And this helps us to understand why it all seems random. It’s not that some 
deserve suffering and that some don’t. It’s not that God is punishing people – 
either individually or collectively.  It’s that the whole creation is out of kilter. 
And we are all part of that.  
 
In the New Testament Jesus clearly refutes the assumed link between sickness 
and suffering and an individual’s own sin or wrongdoing. Of course, the way 
we live can affect our health – what we eat, the amount we drink, the amount 
of exercise we do etc – but if we are ill it is not necessarily down to how we live 
our lives. Those we love who have contracted the virus have not of themselves 
done anything to deserve it. 
 
So, we might ask, if God is a God of love, if Jesus as he claims brings abundant 
life – why doesn’t he do something about the virus? Why doesn’t he 
intervene? 
 
But let’s think for a moment. Life is all about cause and effect. I pick up a hot 
cooking pan and my hand gets burned. I step into the road without looking and 
get hit by a bus. I break a confidence with a friend and that friendship is 
harmed. If God intervened whenever there was a prospect of suffering or hurt 
there would be no consequences for any action, no need for any consideration 
of others, no responsibility for anything. Far from being an ideal world, it 
would probably be quite unbearable.  
 
The way God acts is through people like you and me. The whole of the Bible 
story is of God working through people to restore those broken relationships, 
culminating with the coming of Jesus – God himself in human form – to show 



us how to live in harmony with each other and to offer us the chance to have a 
restored relationship with God himself.  
 
And this is still how God is working through this crisis. Through the healthcare 
professionals caring for the sick; through the research scientists looking for 
vaccines, through the policy makers seeking to make the best decisions for our 
well being, through the shop-workers ensuring we have sufficient food, 
through street cleaners, refuse collectors, teachers, police officers, funeral 
directors and a myriad of other people.  
 
But also though ordinary people like you and me. Through the words we use as 
we talk to and encourage each other; through the practical things being done 
like shopping and prescription collecting; through the prayers we say; through 
the Thursday evening clapping at our front doors, through the love shown to 
all by all.  
 
It may be that we find it hard to imagine that life in lockdown has anything to 
do with the abundant life that Jesus was talking about, but it could just be so if 
abundant life is about the restoration of the kind of relationships that have 
been broken and destroyed over the course of human history – and I have 
seen evidence of just that in church and elsewhere.  
 
I am involved in the Shirley mutual aid group – an informal grouping of people 
who live in Shirley but are from all backgrounds, of different generations and in 
different situations but all wanting to help others in the community in some 
way. Perhaps this is an example of the abundance of life that Jesus spoke 
about. And perhaps, just maybe, it will continue once the lockdown is eased 
and life returns to a new kind of normal.  
 
 
The psalmist, as we recalled earlier, used the words though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, 
His response to this was to say I will fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod 
and your staff, they comfort me 
 
Perhaps for some of us our natural response to the way things are is to fear; to 
worry; maybe even to panic. It could well be we have particular reasons for 
this – loss of loved ones, concern for particular people, our own health needs. 
The reason that the psalmist was able to say I will fear no evil was because he 



knew the comfort and protection of God in the past and was confident in it 
into the future.  
 
I hope that the questions we have posed of God and our explorations of the 
answers have helped us to see that God is active all around us. Through friends 
and neighbours; through church and society; through professionals and 
volunteers. And that God is caring for us, comforting us and protecting us 
through this crisis and will do beyond it too. 
 
Father God 
When the news is bleak, steady us; 
When the pain is bitter, surround us; 
When the days blur, sustain us; 
When despair burdens, still us. 
In our weakness, make us strong; 
In our lowness, lift us up, 
Confident that our Redeemer 
Lives and prays for us 
And will never let us go. Amen 
 
 
  
Introduction to the Peace 
 
Jesus says to his disciples, 
“Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 
not as the world gives do I give you. 
Let not your hearts be troubled or afraid” 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All And also with you 
 
 
 
Blessing 
May God give to you and to all those you love 
his comfort and his peace, 
his light and his joy, 
in this world and the next 
and the blessing … 



 
 
Final hymn – Lord of all hopefulness 
 
1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy: 
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 
2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
Be there at our labours, and give us, we pray, 
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 
3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace: 
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 
4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 


