Prayers & Readings 3rd October 2021
Trinity 18

Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith that, forsaking

what lies behind and reaching out to that which is before, we may run the way of
your commandments and win the crown of everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

(or)

God, our judge and saviour, teach us to be open to your truth and to trust in your
love, that we may live each day with confidence in the salvation which is given
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Psalm 8
To the leader: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of David.
O LORD, our Sovereign,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.
Out of the mouths of babes and infants

you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,
to silence the enemy and the avenger.

When | look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;
what are human beings that you are mindful of them,

mortals that you care for them?

Yet you have made them a little lower than God,
and crowned them with glory and honour.
You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet,
all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,
the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.



O LORD, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

2 Timothy 2:1-7

You then, my child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus; and what you have
heard from me through many witnesses entrust to faithful people who will be able
to teach others as well. Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one
serving in the army gets entangled in everyday affairs; the soldier’s aim is to please
the enlisting officer. And in the case of an athlete, no one is crowned without
competing according to the rules. It is the farmer who does the work who ought to
have the first share of the crops. Think over what | say, for the Lord will give you
understanding in all things.

Matthew 6:25-33

‘Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you
will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and
the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of
more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your
span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory
was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which
is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe
you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or
“What will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for
all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these
things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well.

Post Communion
We praise and thank you, O Christ, for this sacred feast:

for here we receive you,

here the memory of your passion is renewed,
here our minds are filled with grace,

and here a pledge of future glory is given,

when we shall feast at that table where you reign
with all your saints for ever.

Next weeks readings: Acts 10:34-43, John 8:2-22, Matthew 5:1-12



