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Shirley Parish 

Christ the King, St James the Great and St John the Divine 

 

Morning Worship 
 

Welcome to our worship this morning.  

Please join in with the words in bold type. 

Preparation 

A hymn or song may be sung here or after the opening prayer 

Welcome  

Let us worship God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
All Amen  
The Lord be with you 
 All And also with you. 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
All We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Opening Prayer  
 All Lord, direct our thoughts, and teach us to pray. 
  Lift our hearts to worship you in spirit and in truth, 

 Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

 
The opening hymn or song may be sung here 

 



 2 

Confession 

Jesus says, ‘Repent for the kingdom of God is close at hand’. 
So let us turn away from sin and turn to the Lord, confessing our sins 
in penitence and faith. 
 

Either of the following confessions may be used 

 
All  Most Merciful God, 

 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 we confess that we have sinned 
 in thought, word and deed.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy, forgive what we have been, 
Help us to amend what we are 
And direct what we shall be;  
that we may do justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you our God.  
Amen. 

or 

We have not always worshipped God, our creator. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All Lord, have mercy. 
We have not always followed Christ, our Saviour. 
Christ, have mercy. 
All Christ, have mercy. 
We have not always trusted in the Spirit, our guide. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All Lord, have mercy. 
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Absolution  

May Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon us, 
pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and keep us in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Praise 

Let everything be said and done in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
All giving thanks to God through Jesus Christ. 
Sing psalms, hymns and sacred songs; 
All let us sing to God with thankful hearts. 
Open our lips Lord: 
All and we shall praise your name. 
 
The Venite or another Psalm or an alternative form of praise may be 

sung or said here. 
 
If a psalm is used, it will conclude with: 
 
All Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit: 
As it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever: 
Amen. 
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The Word of God 
 

The theme of the day may be introduced here  
 

The Collect for the day 

 

Scripture readings 

After each reading the following words may be used 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

A hymn or song may be sung here 
 

The Gospel reading 

The following words may be used. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to ............. 
All Glory to you O Lord 
 
After the Gospel reading: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The Sermon 

 
An opportunity to reflect or respond in some other way may be 

offered after the sermon  
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Affirmation of Faith 

Either of the following affirmations of faith may be used 

All   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

or 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
All   We believe and trust in him. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 
All   We believe and trust in him. 
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Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
All   We believe and trust in him. 
This is the faith of the Church. 
All   This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

Sharing the peace 

We are all one in Christ Jesus. 
We belong to him through faith, 
Heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
All   And also with you. 
Let us share with one another the peace of the Lord 
 

A hymn or song may be sung here and the offering taken up 
 
 

Prayers 
The  Intercessions 
The prayers of intercession may include a response, such as 
 
Lord in your mercy 
All   Hear our prayer 
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They may conclude with 
All   Merciful Father, accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour has taught us so we pray 
 
All   Our Father who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our trespasses 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation; 
But deliver us from evil 
For thine is the kingdom, 
The power and the glory, 
For ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Conclusion 

Sending Out 

All   Eternal God, our beginning and our end, 
Accompany us on this day’s journey.  
Dawn on our darkness,  
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Open our eyes to praise you for your creation 
And to see the work you set before us today. 
Take us and use us, to bring to others  
The new life you give in  
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

 
The Lord God Almighty is our Father: 
All   He loves and tenderly cares for us. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is our Saviour: 
All   He has redeemed us and will defend us to the end. 
The Lord the Holy Spirit is among us: 
All   He will lead us in God’s Holy way. 

To God Almighty, Father Son and Holy Spirit, 
Be praise and glory today and for ever.  
Amen.   

 

Notices 

A hymn or song may be sung here. 
  

Final Dismissal 

Let us bless the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
Blessing, honour and glory be yours, 
All   Here and everywhere, 
Now and forever.  
All   Amen 
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