
1

A PRAYER FOR THE PARISH

Give to us your people, living God,
A renewed faith and a bold vision
that we may proclaim
the Good News of your Son
with faith that your kingdom will come,
with hope for our community
and with love for Him
who died and rose again
to save us, Jesus Christ our Risen Lord
Amen

OUR NEW WEBSITE IS NOW LIVE ….
Keep up to date with everything that is happening in the Parish and view the

weekly pew slips if you miss a service on our new website -
https://shirleyparishb90.wixsite.com/live

THE SOLDIER’S PRAYER
I asked God for strength, that I might achieve,
I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey.
I asked for health, that I might do greater things,
I was given infirmity, that I might do better things.
I asked for riches, that I might be happy,
I was given poverty, that I might be wise.
I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men,
I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God.
I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life,
I was given life, that I might enjoy all things.
I got nothing that I asked for –
But everything that I had hoped for,
Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered.
I am among all men most richly blessed.

(written by an anonymous Confederate soldier in the American Civil War)
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DIARY OF A MOMENTOUS YEAR : NOVEMBER 1918
By Autumn 1918 it was obvious that the war was coming to an end, Germany
was clearly beaten, but no one had actually won. The front line was more or
less as it had been for years, but after Amiens the Germans knew that this was
a conflict they could never win. High level discussions took place, while in Britain
the public mood was surprisingly optimistic. ‘There’s a silver lining’, the songs
said. ‘Keep the home fires burning till the boys come home’. When an ‘Armistice’
was announced, there was euphoria. No more killing, the guns silenced. Peace
at last!

‘Armistice' was a new word for most people – not a peace treaty or settlement
(that would follow a conference in Paris the following January), but simply a
laying down of arms, but for many that was enough for now. ‘No more killing’,
they declared. Most of the boys did come home, but tens of thousands didn’t.
We have tended to judge the first World War by the numbers involved – and
they are appalling, but each casualty was also someone’s personal loss, as I
learnt in my first parish.

It was a rural village near Oxford. Each month I took Communion to an elderly
woman known to everyone as Kim. She was in her nineties and had been a
teenager during the Great War. Her two brothers were serving on the Western
Front. A few days before the Armistice the post office motor-cyclist delivered
the telegram they had been dreading, one of the boys had been killed in action.
A week or so later, after the fighting had stopped, the same messenger
returned, with the same message about her other brother. As she told me of
it, seventy years after the event, her eyes filled with tears.  That was the true
price of war, and when I share the silence on Remembrance Day it is her and
those two young men I think of, not the million others from many nations who
fell in that terrible conflict.

My father enlisted to join in ‘the war to end all wars’. It didn’t, of course.
Twenty-one years later it all started again. War doesn’t end wars. True peace
does.

Canon David Winter
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NEWS & THOUGHTS FROM THE VICARAGE
It has been wonderful to be part of a burst of creativity and energy that has
characterised this first phase of the life of Shirley Parish. There have been
improvements to our buildings and facilities, from a much-needed cupboard at
Christ the King, to the kitchen and toilet at St John's and the redecoration inside
and out of St James's. Much has been achieved to ensure the buildings entrusted
to us, including Church House and the Parish Office, express the reality of three
worshipping communities united in proclaiming Jesus Christ.

Among these has been the restoration of the War Memorial. This has been an
example of the best kind of community partnership. Working with a member
of the local Council, Shirley Lions and the Royal British Legion, we have been
able to tap into the goodwill of the people of Shirley and are now in a position
rededicate this monument to the dead of two world wars. (We are currently
awaiting the payment of the grant from the War
Memorial Trust). This rededication will take
place as part of the Act of Remembrance on the
11th November one hundred years to the day
since the end of hostilities that brought World
War One to an end. As part of this
commemoration there will be an event with
words and music on the evening of Friday the
9th in St James's, as well as events at the British Legion club during the weekend.

Meanwhile, the plans for our first ever Christmas Tree Festival are well
advanced. This will include a Craft Fair in Church House and is intended to
celebrate the life of our community as well as our Parish. In a very real sense,
this festival represents a much-needed change of emphasis, away from
structures both physical and administrative, to celebrating people and the
abundant life available to those who commit themselves to Christ. Our
stewardship campaign is a key part of this change of emphasis, as are the
sermon series and discussion groups.

We cannot ignore our responsibilities for the buildings entrusted to us. But I
thank God for this renewed emphasis on knowing Christ and making Him known.

Reverend Peter Law-Jones
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WORDSEARCH - THE FIRST WORLD WAR
For Britain, the First World War began on 4th August 1914 and ended on 11th
November 1918.  At the start, the British Government asked for 100,000
volunteers to join the Army.  750,000 applied in the very first month.  An
estimated 250,000 British boys lied about their age in order to join up.  The
youngest caught was just 12 - he was sent home.  Average life expectancy in
the trenches was just six weeks. In all, 65 million men from 30 countries fought
in the First World War.  More than nine million fighting men were killed during
the conflict, a third of them through disease.  At least 750,000 of these were
British. The Victoria Cross, the highest military award, was awarded 628 times
in the First World War.

ARMY
AUGUST
AVERAGE
CONFLICT
COUNTRIES
CROSS
DISEASE
EXPECTANCY
FIGHING
FIRST
JOIN
KILLED
LIED
LIFE
MILLION
NOVEMBER
ORDER
SIX
TRENCHES
VICTORIA
VOLUNTEERS
WAR
WEEKS
WORLD
YOUNGEST

Answers are on page 29
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY IN SHIRLEY
November 11th 2018 is a special day of
remembrance.  On this day, the United Kingdom
and its friends overseas will mark the day 100
years ago when the guns fell silent at the end
of the First World War.

Shirley Royal British Legion, and a Piper from
Shirley Pipe Band will commence the day’s
commemorations at 6am on the Poppy Island,
Stratford Road, where, with other lone pipers
across the United Kingdom and countries
around the world, he will play Battle’s O’er, a traditional Scottish air played
after a battle, following which a specially written tribute will be read out.

Shirley Pipe Band will also have a Piper at churches in the area, including St
Alphege Church, Solihull, St Patrick’s, Earlswood and Hampton In Arden.

The annual remembrance parade will commence at around 10.15am with a
parade down the Stratford Road, from Parkgate being led by Shirley Pipe Band
followed by the Royal British Legion Standards, ex-servicemen and women,
cadet forces and the Scout and Guide Associations.

The service will take place outside St James Church with a two-minute silence
at 11.00am. After the service the parade will return back to Parkgate.

The parade is a very special event for Shirley, and everyone is welcome to the
service, parade and to the Shirley Legion afterwards

For further information regarding Shirley Royal British Legion, contact Michael
Kemp on 07968 268485 and for Shirley Pipe Band, Simon Hayward on 07814
314097.



6

 WORRIED SON
As my five-
year-old son
and I were
heading to
M c D o n a l d ' s
one day, we

passed a car accident. Usually
when we see something terrible
like that, we say a prayer for
whoever might be hurt, so I
pointed and said to my son, 'We
should pray.'

From the back seat I heard his
earnest voice: 'Dear God, please
don't let those cars block the
entrance to McDonald's.'
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NEWS FROM ST JAMES’ WARDENS
After a very busy few months, the
wardens are now hoping for a quieter
time, although there is a lot of work to
be done in the churchyard. We have
made a very good start on this with a
well-supported working party on
Saturday 13th October, starting in light
rain but finishing in brilliant sunshine
and with a VERY full skip!
Special thanks to the brilliant young people from the Shirley Sea Cadets
(TS Gamecock) (and their leaders) who helped with tasks right across the
churchyard as well as tending our war graves.

The cleaning of the church is now complete, and a new light has been fixed
over the porch. However, due to lads kicking the light in near to the south
porch, we are now waiting for this to be replaced also.

Church House looks much better now that the front has been repaired and
painted. The office is bright and clean and better equipped. Lots of other jobs
have been going on in the background as usual but are too boring to mention!

We are looking forward now to the ‘Journey to the Stable’ where the schools
in the Parish are invited to bring along the younger children to hear the story
of Jesus and the shepherds. The church will be out of bounds for all people
except the helpers etc. starting from the 26th November for one week.

Next comes the Charity Christmas Tree Festival, and I am hoping that everyone
who has received a letter will be taking part by decorating a tree. The
decorated Church will be open to the public with a small admission fee in aid
of two charities. The dates and times for this are Thursday 13th, Friday 14th,
and Saturday 15th December from 9am to 5pm and Sunday 16th December
from 2pm to 5pm. The Charities we will be supporting are Troop Aid and the
Royal British Legion.

We are also going to have an informal lunchtime organ and piano concert on
Tuesday 4th December from 1pm to 1.45pm, performed by Kevin Gill, with
Christmas carols sung by the choir of Eversfield School . Just what we need to
start the Festive Season! Refreshments will be served afterwards.

Kate Crocker
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NEWS FROM CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
There was a buzz in the room. The atmosphere was one of excitement. Friends
old and new, family and friends of friends were greeted warmly. People from
all three worship centres in our Parish were there as well as our faithful friends
from St Patrick's. Conversation flowed freely in a relaxed atmosphere, people
enjoying the company of each other in an easy comfortable way. But what was
the reason for this for this gathering? Well it was of course the Skittles Night at
Church House. We are very pleased to say that tickets were sold out and we
couldn’t really fit anyone else in the room.

Bernard had cleverly made up some labels which went together in pairs (such
as bow and arrow, light and dark, fish and chips etc.) and each person was given
one label and shared the skittles experience with their designated partner,
which was not necessarily those they arrived with. Thus, everyone got to know
at least one other person.

It was very encouraging that old and young were together, fit and healthy were
with the more frail, and experienced skittlers/bowlers were with complete
novices. They came up in their new pairs, some with walking sticks, some who
needed a helping hand, some with bad backs and some who had so much energy
that they could willingly re-site the skittles after each go, returning them to the
correct spots in the alley. There was much fun and laughter, food in abundance
with delicious puds and a really good time was had by all.

A big thank you to those who came; those who bought raffle prizes and those
who sold and bought raffle tickets; those who did the washing up; those who
put up tables and put out chairs and those who put them away again; and to
all those who prepared and served food including cooking and wrapping fifty
five jacket potatoes – well done Paul and Kate; well done everyone who
contributed in any way and especially those who bought tickets to support us.

Tuesday Chat
We have two more weeks booked for November, the 6th
and 13th. This is an initiative at Church House where we
have the opportunity to invite the lonely, the vulnerable,
those who need a little boost in their social life, to come
along for a natter, a cup of tea and cake and to meet others
in a warm friendly setting. What happens when you get
there is decided by the people …
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NEWS FROM CTK CHURCH continued
Board games, cards or craft sessions will be encouraged, or just enjoy the
company. Come along yourself or be brave and invite a neighbour or friend who
may get some benefit from this new venture. Choose ‘Tuesday Chat’ at Church
House from 1.30pm until 3pm on the above dates. If anyone needs a lift please
contact the Parish Office.  If it proves popular, it will become a regular thing.

Journey to the Stable
This annual event which lasts all week begins on
Monday 26th November and is a ministry to the
school children in our Parish who visit St James
Church where we tell the Christmas story in
different interactive ways. It is proving so
popular that we have had to extend the sessions
into a second week.

Patronal Festival
The feast day of Christ the King this year falls on Sunday 25th November. Why
not come along and help us celebrate? We are planning a “bring and share”
lunch after our service and will be joined by the congregation from St John’s.
More details will appear in our pewslips in the next few weeks and all will be
welcome.

Gill Gough - Reader

Decorating Plus … (Odd Jobs)
B90 and nearby

Call Stewart on 07802 566 441 or 0121 744 2804
( Another Local Handyman ! )

Flowers and Plants for Every Occasion

         Vi  STEVENS LTD
           Floral Designers

             Personal Attention to All your Floral Requirements
391 Stratford Road, Shirley. Tel: 0121 745 5847  www.vistevensflorist.co.uk
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DON’T FORGET THEIR LONELINESS
As autumn begins to head towards winter, spare a thought for any older person
in our community who has been bereaved. They may be struggling with some
depression just now.

A recent study has found that older bereaved people, particularly those aged
over 85, are four times more likely to experience depression than those who
have not lost a partner.  Yet they are less likely to be referred to bereavement
support than people who are younger.

Each year about 192,000 older people are bereaved, and about 106,000 become
depressed. This figure is likely to rise sharply as the population ages, according
to a report Good Grief, which has been published by the older people's charity
Independent Age.

Nearly one third of bereaved people aged over 65 describe themselves as very
lonely, compared with just five per cent of people of the same age who have
not lost their partner.

So why not spare a thought for anyone you know in this position, and consider
paying them a friendly visit, or inviting them over to your house for tea or to
one of the things happening in the Parish - see pages 14 and 15.

A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor

Through your columns I would like to say to all our readers, that if any of you
are struggling with dementia in your family, please feel free to talk to me
about it if you would like to.

My experience of it relates to my wife, who has just gone into residential care
after a three year struggle.  I can honestly say this has been the most difficult
period of my life, and I have built up a lot of knowledge of the illness, and
other matters including financial and care issues.

So I feel I have a lot to offer, and I am available to help if need be.

Yours sincerely
Richard Hidson
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ST CECILIA - PATRON SAINT OF MUSICIANS
Cecilia is one of the most famous of the Roman martyrs of the 2nd century.  As
far as is known, she was born a noble lady of Rome who, despite her vow of
virginity, was forced to marry an older pagan nobleman named Valerian. During
the wedding, as the musicians played, Cecilia sat apart singing to God in her
heart, and for that she was later declared the saint of musicians.

When the time came for her marriage to be consummated, Cecilia told Valerian
that watching over her was an angel of the Lord, who would punish him if he
sexually violated her but would love him if he respected her virginity.

Understandably startled by this, Valerian then asked to see the angel for himself.
Cecilia replied that to do so, he must go to the third milestone on the Via Appia
and be baptised by the Bishop of Rome.  Valerian seems to have been a
good-natured husband, because the story goes that he followed her suggestion,
was baptised a Christian, and sure enough, saw the angel protecting his wife.

Being a Christian in those days was dangerous, and when the next wave of
Roman persecutions began, Valerian and Cecilia were among those arrested.
It is said that they died at the hands of the Roman prefect Turcius Almachius,
perhaps in Sicily sometime between 176 and 180 AD.

One story goes that Cecilia was struck on the neck with a sword, and as she lay
dying, asked that her house be converted into a church.  Certainly an early
Roman Christian church, Santa Cecilia, was founded in the fourth century in the
Trastevere section of Rome, reputedly on the site of the house in which she
lived.

In the centuries since then, a number of musical
compositions have been dedicated to her, and
her feast day on 22nd November has become the
occasion for many concerts and musical festivals.

St Cecilia is frequently depicted playing a viola, a
small organ, or other musical instrument.



FOOD BANK UPDATE
The week before Christmas looks like being on the frantic side!  The Narthex
will be hosting their annual pre-Christmas party for the families which they have
helped during this past year.  This is usually the only celebration enjoyed by
these families whether they be local families, refugees at the local hostel or
asylum seekers given leave to remain.

In the same week there will be the annual party for the men and women rescued
by ADAVU from modern day slavery and sexual exploitation in the West
Midlands, the Methodist rescue and support service which we have helped with
Welcome Boxes for some time.   Tragically the number of men and women
being supported has doubled in the past ten months - their stories are
horrendous.

At both parties it’s hoped to do some face painting for the children, simple
games for the adults and have a relaxed atmosphere with a few carols after
some food and drinks.  We aim to send all these folks home with a Party Bag;
last year, thanks virtually entirely to the Gift Tree, we were able to give two
wrapped presents to each child and one wrapped present to each adult at the
ADAVU party, plus a little fun food to take home for the holiday.     More details
about the Gift Tree from Sarah Penfold and her ever patient husband who writes
all the labels.

The Harvest Festivals at local churches, schools, mosques and organisations
brought in the much-anticipated surge in food.  It is so much easier to cope with
it all in our new spacious warehouse though it still involves a lot of hard work
to sort and record it whilst doing the essential work of issuing food parcels to
an ever-increasing number of clients at Tyseley and all our satellite foodbanks.
We still need to err on the cautious side in the weeks leading up to the next
surge at Christmas, fighting one’s natural inclination to be extra generous.

On behalf of these families who will receive food, thoughtful attention and small
gifts, many, many thanks. They don’t know you and often find it hard to
understand why total strangers should wish to help them.

Elizabeth Paice

Current needs are small bags of sugar, fruit juice and dried milk please.

12
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Just a quick reminder about how the gift tree will work.

The tree will be at the back of St James from 3rd to 18th November and there
will be labels available at Christ the King and St Johns.

Please take away the label(s) for the gift that you would like to buy.

Gifts should be new and food items should have an ‘eat by’ date of after
1 January 2019.

Wrap the gift and stick the label back on so that we know what is inside,
including the size for clothing.

Bring gifts either to church on a Sunday morning or to the Parish Office during
the week - on or before Sunday 25th November.

Thank you in anticipation. Sarah Penfold

OUR CHRISTMAS GIFT TREE

Tudor Grange Primary Academy St James, Halifax Road, Shirley, Solihull, West Midlands, B90 2BT
Phone: 0121 744 7897   office@stjames.tgacademy.org.uk   www.stjames.tgacademy.org.uk

For details and to arrange a visit to look round the school contact the
Head of School : Miss S. Deakin
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WHAT’S ON …

Tuesday 6th and 20th November

12 noon in Church House
£5

COACH PILGRIMAGE TO SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA - UPDATE
We are currently waiting to hear the final details from PAX Travel for  the

coach pilgrimage in September 2019.
More details will be in the next magazine.
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WHAT’S ON …

Refreshments, games, crafts, chat …
6th and 13th November - 1.30pm - Church House

Do come - and bring a friend!

‘Tuesday Chat’
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OUR PARISH DIARY FOR NOVEMBER 2018

1st ALL SAINTS DAY

4th The Fourth Sunday Before Advent
Sermon Series – ‘The Church’
9am: St John’s & CTK Joint Service at St John’s Church
11.30am: The Friends of St James Walking Group
4pm: ‘In Loving Memory’ Memorial Service at St James Church
7pm: Reflective Worship at St John’s Church

5th  10.30am: Portershill Drive Holy Communion
6th  11am: Pegasus Court Holy Communion

12noon: Ploughman’s Lunch at Church House
1.30pm: ‘Tuesday Chat’ at Church House
7.30pm: Pastoral Committee Meeting

7th  2pm: MU – ‘My chosen career’ with Di Thompson
2.30pm: Discussion Group - ‘The Church’ at St James Church

  4pm: Standing Committee Meeting
7pm: Eucharist & Guild of St Raphael at St James Church

9th  7pm: Remembrance Event at St James Church
10th 10am: ‘Journey to the Stable’ rehearsal at St James Church
  2.30pm: ‘Songs & Scones’ at Church House

11th The Third Sunday Before Advent
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Sermon Series – ‘Why is there suffering?’
10.45am: Service around the War Memorial

12th 11am: Elizabeth House Holy Communion
  12.05pm: MU – Cathedral Prayers
13th 1.30pm: ‘Tuesday Chat’ at Church House
14th 10.30am: Coffee Morning & Fruit Punch tasting at St John’s Church

10.45am: Swallows Meadow Holy Communion
2.30pm: Discussion Group - ‘Why is there suffering?’ at St James Church

15th 11.30am: ‘Journey to the Stable’ rehearsal at St James Church
3.30pm: Messy Church at Widney Junior School – ‘Listening & Learning’
7.30pm: MU – ‘Preparing for Christmas’ with Kate Law-Jones
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OUR PARISH DIARY FOR NOVEMBER 2018 continued

18th The Second Sunday Before Advent
Sermon Series – ‘What is Mission?’
4pm: LogIn at St James Church & Church House – ‘Stairway to Heaven’

20th 10.30am: Mason House Holy Communion
  12noon: Ploughman’s Lunch at Church House
21st 10.30am: St John’s Bible Study

2.30pm: Discussion Group - ‘What is Mission?’ at St James Church
24th 7.30pm: ‘Christmas by Candlelight’ at Church House

25th The next Sunday Before Advent – CHRIST THE KING
Sermon Series – ‘The Kingdom of God’
10.30am: CTK & St John’s Joint Service at Widney Junior School

26th-30th  ‘Journey to the Stable’ at St James Church
27th 7.30pm: Operations Committee Meeting
28th 10.45am: Swallows Meadow Holy Communion
  2.30pm: Discussion Group – ‘The Kingdom of God’ at St James Church

4pm: Contemplative Prayer at St James Church
30th ANDREW THE APOSTLE

DECEMBER 2018 PARISH MAGAZINE
DEADLINE FOR INFORMATION & ARTICLES - Monday 12th November

PUBLICATION DATE - Saturday 24th November

(Please check the weekly pew slips for any changes and additions to the above)

In recognition of the 100th anniversary of the end of the First
World War Ray Speakman has retold to story of how the tomb of
the unknown soldier came into being. We will be telling

the story along with some appropriate music on
Friday 9th November at 7.00pm at St James Church.
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COMING NEXT MONTH …

PARISH CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL & CRAFT FAIR
From December 13th to 16th we will be holding a Christmas Tree
Festival in St James Church and also a Craft Fair in Church House
on the 15th.

The Church Bell Tower will also be open on the 15th for all to
look around with the opportunity to have a go at bell ringing.

As well as the crafts stalls we plan to have a cake
table and a preserves/chutney table, take note
all cooks!  Preserves may be left now at the

        Parish Office to be stored elsewhere.

Any queries - please contact Glenys Golightly on
0121 744 3322.

The proceeds from these events will be shared
between Troop Aid and The Royal British Legion.

           See you there!

Christmas 2018 will include an outdoor market
and grotto in Birmingham Cathedral Square.
A festive array of locally sourced crafts, gifts,
food and drink and will run from Thursday 15th
November until Sunday 22th December.

Families will be able to book in for a very special visit with Father Christmas and
to enjoy the events and services happening inside the cathedral.
Also, ‘Wrap Up Brum’ will run from November until the end of December.
Members of the public will be able to donate coats at a chalet within the market.
The cathedral team will then place the donated items on a rail outside the
cathedral for those who need one. They will also continue to work with local
charities including St Basils, Lets Feed Brum, The Salvation Army and SIFA
Fireside to ensure the items reach the vulnerable in our city.
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Monumental Masons

BANNOCKS OF SOLIHULL
Five generations of quality manufacturing

and service from a family business.

All aspects of Monumental Masonry

PERSONAL ATTENTION ~ ADVISORY SERVICE
LARGE DISPLAY

117 Streetsbrook Road, Solihull B90 3PF
(Opposite Robin Hood Cemetery)

Tel: 0121 744 1727
www.bannocksmemorials.co.uk

Mobile Foot Health Practitioner
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MORE OF US ARE PRAYING ONLINE

Elizabeth Grove, Off Union Road,
Shirley, Solihull,  B90 3BX

A NOT-FOR-PROFIT RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME WITH A
“HOMELY TOUCH” FOR OLDER PEOPLE

��Small caring home
��Stands in quiet grove in its own pleasant grounds
��A short walk from Shirley town centre.
��Emphasis is on a homely atmosphere where residents feel safe &

secure
��Dignity & privacy are respected
��Staff trained  to provide individual needs
��Individual dietary requirements are met
��Friends & families are always encouraged to visit & join in the

programme of entertainments, worship & other activities

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION & BROCHURE
TELEPHONE 0121 744 2753

Elizabeth House

Some 1.2 million of us in the UK pray online each month, according to recent
figures from the Church of England.

Over the past two years the Church of England has developed a strong presence
online, particularly aimed at people who do not regularly go to church. It also
reaches out to young people through using Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and
its website.

The C of E offers images, film, information about local churches and help in
learning to pray — including using Amazon Alexa to hear grace before meals
and other devotions read aloud for them.

Adrian Harris, the Church of England’s Head of Digital, explains that the aim is
'to use social media and the website to enable people to develop a relationship
with God and our churches.'  Certainly the C of E's website “find a church near
you” is getting 10 million page views a year, and half of the church’s traffic to
Instagram is under the age of 34.

Have a look at -  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
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MEDITATING ON PSALM 139
Yuri Gagarin, the first man in space in 1961, reportedly said ‘I looked and looked
but I didn't see God.’ Psalm 139 sees things from a very different perspective,
in which God can be found everywhere in the universe.

God is all Knowing: ‘You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.’ (Verse 1).
God knows my thoughts, habits, moods, words and choices, including the things
done in secret. He knows me better than I know myself, and yet still loves me,
despite my faults and failings! ‘Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.’
(Verse 6).

God is all present: ‘Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your
presence?’ (Verse 7). In whatever circumstances we face, God is present with
us, especially in the dark and difficult times. If we know the path to God, we can
find it in the dark!

God is all powerful: ‘For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in
my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful, I know that full well.’ (Verses 13 and 14). Both the
vastness of the universe and the wonder of the growing embryo in the womb
speak of the power of the creator God. We can trust Him because He knows
our beginning and end and everything in-between: ‘all the days ordained for
me were written in your book before one of them came to be.’ (Verse 16).

How do we respond to what this
psalm says? Are we prepared to
constantly expose our inner life to
God and consistently yield our
whole life to Him? ‘Search me, God,
and know my heart; test me and
know my anxious thoughts. See if
there is any offensive way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.’
(Verses 23 and 24).

        Reverend Paul Hardingham
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REFLECTING ON THE REFLECTIVE
It’s now been almost six months since our first Sunday evening reflective
worship at St John’s, so I thought it might be useful to take stock and see where
we have come from and where we might be going with this.

We meet on the first Sunday of each month at 7pm, for less than an hour. There
have been between 15 and 20 people most months – and I know that many
people have found it helpful to be able to worship God in a less formal and
quieter way than at the morning Eucharist services.

For those of you who haven’t been, we sit in a circle around a central table on
which some candles are placed. Sometimes we light individual candles as well
as we begin the worship. There are a couple of quiet songs – we have learned
some new ones over the months – and then some responsive prayers as we
come into the presence of God.

A Bible reading is followed by a meditation – not quite as formal as a sermon,
but a chance to think about what God might be saying about a certain aspect
of Christian life. We then respond in some way. This could be in silence, or in a
more creative way (e.g. lighting candles or drawing something), but there is no
obligation to do anything you are not comfortable with!  Topics we have
addressed so far include silence, acceptance, wholeness, journeying and the
balance between activity and prayer.

We finish the worship with music or songs and some more prayers.

The prayers we use are from the Celtic tradition – most of them are based on
prayers written by the Iona Community. The music and songs are varied – from
well-known hymns to some more modern songs. (Many thanks to Kate L-J for
playing the piano for us.)

In November (4th) we are planning an informal communion service; on 2nd
December Paula Gooder is coming to talk about her book “Phoebe”.

We are also thinking of holding a Celtic style carol service later
in December – keep a look out for details.

If you haven’t been, why not give it a try. You may be surprised!

Reverend Paul Day
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FOR IMMEDIATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE

0121 604 2104 / 07956 228 842

Registered with Age Concern

From A Minor Repair To A New Roof Guttering
Repaired &

Cleaned Out
from  £25

Repairs
from as
little as

£35

✓ NEW ROOFS
✓ NEW FLAT ROOF SYSTEMS
✓ RIDGE TILES REPOINTED & REBEDDED
✓ GUTTERING - UPVC CLADDING
✓ NO MONEY UP FRONT
✓ TOP QUALITY MATERIALS
✓ SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNTS

  FREE QUOTATION Without Obligation

The Roof Repair Co.
24 hour
serviceLeaking roof
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CROSSWORD & SUDOKU
Across
1  and 20 Down  Lord of all ..., Lord of all..., whose trust, ever child-like, no cares
 could destroy (11,3)
9   Moses' question to a fighting Hebrew labourer: Why are you ... Your fellow
 Hebrew? (Exodus 2:13) (7)
10  Acclaimed cellist who contracted multiple sclerosis at the height of her fame,
 Jacqueline … (2,3)
11  At even ... the sun was set, the sick, O Lord, around thee lay (3)
13  A descendant of Gad (Numbers 26:16) (4)
16  Do not leave Jerusalem, but ... for the gift my Father promised (Acts 1:4) (4)
17  Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6)
18  Peter's response to questioning by the Sanhedrin: We must … God rather than
 men! (Acts 5:29) (4)
20  Christian paraplegic author, artist and campaigner, ...  Eareckson Tada (4)
21  Bird partial to the nests of other birds (6)
22  Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat .…
 (Matthew 13:2) (2,2)
23  Infectious tropical disease (4)
25  Tree (3)
28  No fear of me should ... you, nor should my hand be heavy upon you (Job 33:7) (5)
29  For example, to Titus, Timothy or Philemon (7)
30  Week beginning with Pentecost Sunday, according to the Church's calendar (11)
Down
2  O Jerusalem, how ... I have longed to gather your children together
 (Matthew 23:37) (5)
3   Way out (4)
4   Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4)
5   Done (anag.) (4)
6   Highest of the four voice-parts in a choir (7)
7   Concerning the study of God (11)
8   Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral and Chapel (11)
12  Admonish (Matthew 16:22) (6)
14  Frozen (3)
15  Established form of religious ceremony (6)
19  Inscription often found on gravestones (7)
20  See 1 Across
24  Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5)
25  Time (anag.) (4)
26  Lists choice of meals (4)
27  For the wages of sin is death, but the ... of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
 (Romans 6:23) (4)
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Crosswords reproduced by kind permission of BRF and John Capon, originally published in Three Down, Nine Across,
by John Capon (£6.99 BRF)

Answers are on page 29
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PUZZLE ANSWERS
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Formerly Mrs M’s Cakes

Mobile: 07783 966 749
Delicious cakes
for any occasion

(including
vegetarian)
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20th September 2018
Sheila Parker - The Story of the Titanic

Sheila has had a long-time interest in the
Titanic.  She gave her presentation dressed in
a costume of the era.  Her informative talk told
us some of the history of the ship and painted
a picture of life on board on the fateful journey.

Sheila was fortunate to travel on the 2012 Titanic Memorial Cruise, she took us
through her itinerary and related some of her experiences such as special meals
and memorial services.

Sheila also has a large collection of Titanic memorabilia, some of which she
brought with her for us to share.  This was a really interesting talk given by
someone well versed in and passionate about her subject.

3rd October 2018
Jackie Brocklebank - Diocesan President

Jackie came to talk to us about MULOA - this stands for Mothers' Union
Listening, Observing, Acting.

Jackie guided us through a Bible study based on the story of Blind Bartimaeus
(Mark Chapter 10).  In groups we shared our thoughts and ideas and applied
them to the Listening, Observing and Acting objectives.

We then tried to apply the objectives to some of our
wider MU activities in the community.

The MULOA scheme is going to be used by MU
groups throughout the country to prepare MU for its
future role and activities, and possibly for raising its
profile so that more people become aware of the
good work that MU does.

Sue Guy
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PARISH REGISTERS
ST JAMES’ BAPTISMS

SEPTEMBER  2nd  Lara Jessica Potter
      George Henry Millward
    9th  Edward Stephen Aitken
    16th Florence Dorothy Stormont Jones
      Amelia Rose Taylor
      Lottie-Leigh Ford

ST JAMES’ WEDDINGS

SEPTEMBER  8th  Jeremy Morton & Natasha Brookes

PARISH FUNERALS

SEPTEMBER  3rd  May Partridge    102
    5th  Kenneth Gumery   81
    10th Marika Derges    93
    14th Gertrude Helen Bates  89
    21st Douglas John Fogarty  82
    25th Marilyn Shirley Johnson  57

THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES 100 CLUB
Congratulations to the October winners

           £50 - Hazel Whyte   £25 - Kate Crocker
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ARTICLES FOR INCLUSION IN THIS MAGAZINE
should reach the

Editor by the 12th of each month please -

Gill Hanton, 200 Tythe Barn Lane, Dickens Heath B90 1PF
Telephone : 0121 733 2347 or 07973 942145
Email : shirleyparishmagazine@gmail.com

Advertising Manager
 Susan Knight, 138 Tanworth Lane, Shirley :  0121 744 6298

 Distribution Manager
Carol Robinson, 1 Beechwood Park Road, Solihull : 0121 711 1796

Please contact us if you would like the magazine regularly

Printed by Prontaprint, Solihull : 0121 705 9988

Whilst every care is taken to ensure that the contents of the magazine are correct,
the Communications Committee cannot be responsible for any errors that may
occur in the editorial or advertisements, nor for the actions of the advertisers.

PODIATRIST / CHIROPODIST
Surgery and Home Visits

JONATHAN LEESE D.Pod.M., M.Ch.
HPC REGISTERED

Tel: 0121 733 1292 193 Creynolds Lane, Shirley B90 4ES

Bill Boyce - Decorators
ALL TYPES OF PAINTING, DECORATING AND GLAZING

Free Estimates
89 Union Road, Shirley, Solihull, West Midlands, B90 3BY

Telephone: 0121 744 0040          Email:  billboycedecorators@hotmail.co.uk
www.billboycedecorators.co.uk


