Prayers & Readings — 8" August 2021

Collect

Let your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of your humble servants; and
that they may obtain their petitions make them to ask such things as shall please
you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

(or)

Lord of heaven and earth, as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer,
give us patience and courage never to lose hope, but always to bring our prayers
before you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Genesis 12:1-3, 15:1-6

Now the LoRD said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that | will show you. | will make of you a great nation, and
| will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. | will bless
those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse; and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.’

After these things the word of the LorRD came to Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid,
Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said,

‘O Lord Gob, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my house
is Eliezer of Damascus?’ And Abram said, ‘You have given me no offspring, and so a
slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the LOrRD came to him, ‘This
man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” He
brought him outside and said, ‘Look towards heaven and count the stars, if you are
able to count them.” Then he said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.” And he
believed the LorD; and the LoRD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

Hebrews 11:8-12

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith
he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is
God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and
Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had



promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants
were born, ‘as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by
the seashore.’

(Mark 1:16-20)

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them,
‘Follow me and | will make you fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets
and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his
brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called
them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and
followed him.

Post Communion

God of our pilgrimage, you have willed that the gate of mercy should stand open for
those who trust in you: look upon us with your favour that we who follow the path
of your will may never wander from the way of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Psalm 100

1 O be joyful in the Lord, all the earth;
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
2 Know that the Lord is God;
it is he that has made us and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving
and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and bless his name.
4 For the Lord is gracious; his steadfast love is everlasting,
and his faithfulness endures from generation to generation.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit
As it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever:

Amen.



