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I often wonder what would prompt someone to leave the 
comfort of their homes to go on a journey, not knowing where 
they would end up. Romance maybe? Or a search for wealth 
maybe? but faith? I know it’s the wrong season, but the wise 
men set out in faith on a journey to find the king they thought 
had been born. They had seen the evidence, the star was there. 
They had faith that he was alive, he existed. All they had to do 
was to find him. Can you imagine their neighbour’s reaction? 
“Oh, you’re going on a journey? - Yes 
Where are you going? - I don’t really know. 
How far is it? - Don’t know that . 
How long will you be away? - I don’t know that either. 
Well for wise men you don’t seem to know a lot”. 
Yet these men were willing to give up everything to find him, to 
leave behind their safety and security to go on a journey. 
 
Now not all of us are called to go on that physical journey; but if 
you remember Beverly’s daughter Hannah went to work for God 
in South Africa; a member of Paul and Kate’s family is working 
for God in Ethiopia. My heroine is Gladys Aylward, ( and she 
bought her own passage to China) worked as a missionary there. 
Most of us  however are on a journey nearer home. A journey of 
faith. 
Faith means going on a journey, taking steps forward to meet 
Jesus; whether you walk or run or stumble along blindly, the 
journey has begun. The story of faith, the story of our own faith, 
is the story of a journey. We can know all the facts about Jesus, 
we can know the gospels by heart, but like the wise men, we 
need to see Him for ourselves, to bow down in adoration and 
offer ourselves to him. The whole of our life is a journey, a 
continuous pilgrimage, growing in our faith, learning more, 
deepening our spirituality and our knowledge and understanding 
of God. 
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 So what has my journey, your journey got to do with calling?  
I can hear many of you saying, I have not been called! 
I am not like Paul our minister or you or Denise or Graham or 
Kate. I am just an ordinary person who knows God loves me and 
I want to love and know him in return. He has not spoken to me! 
Well, I believe He has, but you need to hone in on your listening 
skills. 
Our journey of faith begins when we are called by God. It is an 
awesome privilege to receive and acknowledge a call from God. 
All mankind receives a call of salvation from God. All believers 
are called to serve him in some way. Very few are called to a 
lifetime of ministry but I believe everyone is called at some 
point in their lives; and our calling leads to our journey. 
And it doesn’t matter how far we are on our journey as long as 
we are there.  
 
Just think of the workers in the vineyard in Matthews gospel; 
some started very early in the day, some at noon and some very 
late in the day. All called to work for the master. All were called 
at different times, yet all received the same reward. God’s 
blessing and grace is for all regardless of how long we have 
been on our journey. 
 
Everyone chosen by God and that includes everyone here is also 
given a commission, a specific task. No one called and chosen 
by God is left without a ministry. Although the general task of 
evangelising (that word scares me) the general task of spreading 
good news is given to the whole church, each member is 
assigned a particular part to fulfil for the growth of the kingdom. 
The hard part is to discover our specific ministry. Your journey 
is not my journey and my journey is not your journey. Although 
we may be on the same journey there are different routes to take, 
different ways to fulfil our differing ministries.  A tree is 
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successful if it bears fruit. But an apple tree is not expected to 
produce oranges or grapes. We are called to bear fruit according 
to the seed that God has planted in us. We do not have to achieve 
what someone else has done to be successful. We do not have to 
imitate or compete with any other ministry. We just need to 
follow and fulfil God’s plan for our life and ministry. 
How do we discern that? 
God will give us everything that is necessary. He is our provider. 
So if your task is to sing for God, he will provide you with a 
good singing voice; if your task is hospitality or welcoming, he 
will provide the talent and gifts that you need to do his work. 
 
And that’s not all, he will guide and protect you, as you do his 
work, giving you strength and courage. It may not be easy, but 
he will walk beside on your journey. 
 
Let’s just think about some of the great and not so great people 
in the Bible who have shared their journey and can inspire us to 
follow their examples.  
A few weeks ago we heard of the call of Moses. God asked him 
to lead his people to freedom. Who me? He said. I am nobody, I 
haven’t the words to do this. God said he would be with him, 
God called, Moses responded, God provided, God and Moses 
together accomplished the task. 
Think of Jonah who at first didn’t respond positively, read the 
story.  
God chose David when he was just a young boy. 
 Mary when she was very young.  
Zechariah and Elizabeth when they were very old 
Jesus called his disciples and they left home and family.  
He called the poor, the rich, people from all walks of life sinners 
and all. 
 And then Paul, an enemy of Christians was dramatically 
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converted when Jesus called him. 
And today we here of the call of Isaiah; A very descriptive 
account, making me think of the book of revelation. Isaiah 
didn’t believe he was worthy enough, too sinful, from a sinful 
land and people. Yet God chose him, equipped him and forgave 
his sins and freed him from all guilt. 
And us, how will we respond? Will we even hear his call? Are 
we listening now? Will we say Yes? Will we be brave, have 
courage faith and trust in our God who loves us and his Son who 
gave up his life for our salvation. 
I remember deliberating “What can I do” when it was suggested 
that I became a reader, a minister for God. (words and titles for 
we are all ministers) All I know is that doing God’s work has 
brought me far more joy than heartache. You know he gave me a 
conscience which I now listen to. 
 
Perhaps that is the voice of my inner being, perhaps the voice of 
God within me, bringing me hope, courage and forever wanting 
to do his will, spreading his goodness to all whom I meet. 
Sometimes I’m not very good at it. I miss certain opportunities 
but I will persevere knowing he is with me, walking that journey 
alongside me. 
The journey may be long, winding and with many a turn, (not 
my words) it may be uphill or our journey may be far too short 
and we may wish we had time to go further to do more. 
 
At the end of the journey of faith there is a glorious crowning a 
glorious reward, a great prize awaits us. Worldly people may 
boast of the honours bestowed on them by great men of this 
world. But God’s people have the greatest privilege because at 
the end of our walk with God there is a coronation where we can 
receive a crown not from any earthly king or president but from 
the Almighty God himself. What a privilege this is. 
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You Know we are truly blessed in this church and isn’t it 
something that we want and hope and pray for, that our children 
and grandchildren and the next generations to come may know 
the love and salvation of God. We have the opportunity to do his 
will now, to pray, to share our story, to share our journey, to love 
to show kindness to pass on this glorious good news of the God 
who loves all. 
Let’s do it now before it is too late.  
 
Prayer for growth 
God of Mission, who alone brings growth to your church, 
Send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, 
Wisdom to our actions, and power to our witness, 
Help our church to grow in numbers, 
 in spiritual commitment to you, 
and in service to our local community, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 
 


