
Reflective Worship for Easter Day 
 

Opening Responses 

Leader 1 I will light a light in the name of the Maker 
  Who lit the world, and breathed the breath of life for me. 
 
Leader 2 I will light a light in the name of the Son 
  Who saved the world and stretched out his hand to me. 
 
Leader 1 I will light a light in the name of the Spirit 
  Who encompasses the world and blesses my soul with yearning. 
 
All  We will light three lights for the Trinity of love 
  God above us, God beside us, God within us 
  The beginning, the end, the everlasting One. 
 
Leader 2 Alleluia! Christ is risen 
All:  He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Leader 1 God of glory,  

by the raising of your Son  
you have broken the chains of death and hell:  
fill your Church with faith and hope;  
for a new day has dawned  
and the way to life stands open  
in our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

All  Amen. 
 

The Emmaus Road 

Leader Jesus is the resurrection and the life.  
All  Those who believe in him shall never die.  

Alleluia.  
 
Reading Luke 24.28-35  
 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked 
ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, 
‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now 
nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the 



table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it 
to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; 
and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were 
not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the 
road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ That same hour 
they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven 
and their companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The 
Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they 
told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made 
known to them in the breaking of the bread.  

 
Reflection Here we have two believers walking along, mulling over the 

strange events of the last few days. Into their confusion enters 
Jesus, drawing near to bring meaning to their conversation, to 
turn their sadness into joy, and to show them their hopes and 
dreams have not been dashed, rather they have been fulfilled. 
Initially, they do not recognise him, even as he opens the 
scriptures to them. But eventually, in the breaking of the bread, 
they suddenly realise that they are in the presence of their Lord. 
‘Were not our hearts burning within us?’ they said. In other words, 
‘did not we know that it was him?’.  
Really, the issue is never a matter of whether Jesus is present or 
not, but of our openness to notice his presence.  
 

Prayer  We praise you and we bless you,  
our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory,  
for you are with us,  
even when our eyes are closed  
to your companionship.  
Walk this day alongside the disconsolate  
and the despairing,  
open their eyes to your gentle illumination,  
and let their hearts burn within them  
at your invisible presence.  
To you, Lord Jesus,  
walking by our side,  
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  

All  Amen. 
 
 



 

Confession 

Leader So, we come to God, aware that we need God with every fibre of 
  our being. We want nothing to stand between us.  

We draw near, and as we are held, we slowly dare to look into the 
face of the One who holds us … and gradually our own faces and 
our lives begin to reflect his beauty. 

 
All:  Eternal Light, shine into our hearts; 

Eternal Goodness, deliver us from evil; 
Eternal Power, be our support; 
Eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance; 
Eternal Pity, have mercy upon us. 

 
Grant that we may ever seek your face with all our heart, soul 
and strength. And in your infinite mercy bring us at last to the 
fullness of your presence where we shall behold your glory and 
live your promised joys. 

 
All  Amen. Amen. Amen 
 

Jesus promises the Spirit 

Leader Jesus is the resurrection and the life.  
All  Those who believe in him shall never die.  

Alleluia.  

 
Reading  Luke 24.44-49  
 

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you that everything written about me in the 
law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ 
Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he 
said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 
to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And 
see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay 
here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 
high.’ 



  
Reflection A tinge of yearning may enter our hearts as we read ‘he opened 

their minds to understand the scriptures’. How often have we, like 
the disciples before us, struggled to understand the Word of God? 
How often have we struggled to grasp the path which we are to 
take? No matter how learned, we all wrestle with the scriptures at 
times. Even when we long to understand. Harder still, is the 
determination to follow faithfully the Lord’s commandments to 
love him before all else and to love one another as he has loved 
us. Here though, Jesus promises us the assistance we need, that 
which the Father promised before him - ‘power from on high’. 
Jesus will soon return to take his place at the right hand of the 
Father, but God is not leaving us; his Spirit will remain in us.  

 
Prayer  We praise you and we bless you,  

our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory,  
for you promised that the same power  
that was at work when you were raised  
from the dead  
would also be alive in us.  
Show your power to those who are powerless;  
reveal your love to those who feel unlovely  
and through your Spirit enable  
all your people  
to be witnesses of your amazing grace.  
To you, Lord Jesus,  
daily renewing your people and your creation,  
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  

All  Amen. 
 

Creed 

All   We believe in a God 
who is never confined to our imagining, 
is never in bondage to our understanding 
and never kept within our dwelling-places. 
 
Our God is the mystery 
of divine and human, bound together, 
of power and vulnerability, 
of crucifixion and resurrection. 



 
Our God is the wonder 
of truth and compassion, 
of liberation and responsibility, 
of eternal wisdom and amazing grace. 
 
We celebrate this God 
who leaps free of all our boundaries in love, 
stretching out beyond any barricades 
and in mercy bending deep 
into fragile human hearts. 

 

Jesus breathes the Spirit 

Leader Jesus is the resurrection and the life.  
All  Those who believe in him shall never die.  

Alleluia.  
 
Reading  John 20.21-23 
 

Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.’ 

 
Reflection In the creation story, God breathed life into humanity. The breath 

of God is what gives us life. The God that created us, saw all that 
he had made and pronounced it ’very good’, is the same God who 
gives us his Spirit. To his disciples, this connection would have 
been evident - another sign of Jesus’ divinity, if they still needed 
one. There is a sanctifying effect to the breath of God - in receiving 
it, in creation, we are made to reflect God’s likeness. Here, with 
the power of the Spirit, our feeble attempts to reflect that likeness 
are empowered. Not for our own sake, but so that we may be sent 
as Jesus was sent to bring knowledge of salvation to all. 

 
Prayer  We praise you and we bless you,  

our risen Lord Jesus, King of glory,  
for you breathed new life into  
your astonished disciples.  



As you turned unutterable grief  
into unshakeable joy, 
so renew and refresh your turbulent world  
and establish now your reign of peace.  
To you, Lord Jesus,  
transforming the pain of death into the fullness of life,  
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  

All  Amen. 
 

The Peace 

Leader  Jesus says, “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.” 
So may we know peace with God and peace between each other. 
My sisters and brothers, the peace of the Lord Christ be always 
with you. 

All   And also with you 
 

Prayers of intercession 

Leader 1 You are above us, O God 
  You are beneath. 
  You are in air, you are in earth 
  You are beside us, you are within. 
 
Leader 2 O God, you are in the betrayed and suffering people of our world 
  Just as you were in the broken body of Jesus 
  We pray now for all that concerns us 
 
Leader 1 We bring to God 

someone we have met or remembered today 
and for whom we want to pray 

silence is kept 
 

Leader 2 We bring to God 
someone who is hurting tonight and needs our prayer 

silence is kept 
 

Leader 1 We bring to God 
a troubled situation in our world tonight 

silence is kept 



Leader 2 We bring to God 
someone whom we find it hard to forgive or trust 

silence is kept 
 

Leader 1 We bring ourselves to God 
that we might grow in generosity of spirit, 
clarity of mind, 
and warmth of affection. 

silence is kept 
All  Amen 
 

Closing Responses 

Leader 1 On our hearts and on our houses 
All  The blessing of God 
 
Leader 2 In our coming and our going 
All  The peace of God 
 
Leader 1 In our life and believing 
All  The love of God 
 
Leader 2 At our end and new beginning 
All  The arms of God to welcome us and bring us home 
  Amen. 
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Reflections: St Mary’s Garforth 
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