
Morning Worship 
Sunday 7th March – Third Sunday in Lent 

 
 
Hymn –  Dear Lord and Father 
 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
Forgive our foolish ways; 
Reclothe us in our rightful mind; 
In purer lives thy service find, 
In deeper reverence, praise, 
In deeper reverence, praise.  

In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
Beside the Syrian sea, 
The gracious calling of the Lord, 
Let us, like them, without a word 
Rise up and follow thee, 
Rise up and follow thee.  

Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
Till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of thy peace, 
The beauty of thy peace.  

Breathe through the heats of our desire 
Thy coolness and thy balm; 
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
Speak through the earthquake, wind and 
fire, 
O still small voice of calm, 
O still small voice of calm. 

 
 
 
Confession 
 
We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
 



Psalm 19 
 
1    The heavens are telling the glory of God   

and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
2    One day pours out its song to another   

and one night unfolds knowledge to another. 
3    They have neither speech nor language   

and their voices are not heard, 
4    Yet their sound has gone out into all lands   

and their words to the ends of the world. 
5    In them has he set a tabernacle for the sun,   

that comes forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber 
    and rejoices as a champion to run his course. 

6    It goes forth from the end of the heavens 
    and runs to the very end again,   

and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
7    The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;   

the testimony of the Lord is sure 
    and gives wisdom to the simple. 

8    The statutes of the Lord are right and rejoice the heart;   
the commandment of the Lord is pure 

    and gives light to the eyes. 
9    The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever;   

the judgements of the Lord are true 
    and righteous altogether. 

10  More to be desired are they than gold, 
    more than much fine gold,   

sweeter also than honey, 
    dripping from the honeycomb. 

11  By them also is your servant taught   
and in keeping them there is great reward. 

12  Who can tell how often they offend?   
O cleanse me from my secret faults! 

13  Keep your servant also from presumptuous sins 
    lest they get dominion over me;   

so shall I be undefiled, 
    and innocent of great offence. 

14  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
    be acceptable in your sight,   

O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
 
 



Collect  
 
Almighty God, 
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
Readings 
 
1 Peter 3:8-16 
 
Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be 
compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On 
the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that 
you may inherit a blessing. For, 
 
“Whoever would love life 
    and see good days 
must keep their tongue from evil 
    and their lips from deceitful speech. 
They must turn from evil and do good; 
    they must seek peace and pursue it. 
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 
    and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”  
 
Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?  But even if you should 
suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be 
frightened.”  But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear 
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behaviour 
in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

 
 



Luke 15:1-7 

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him.And 
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ 

So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and 
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go 
after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on 
his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his 
friends and neighbours, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I have found my 
sheep that was lost.” Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no 
repentance. 

 
Sermon – Paul Day  - Our welcome 
 
We continue today with our thoughts about what the churches in Shirley 
Parish might look like after the pandemic. Following the Prime Minister’s 
announcement last week we now have a much better idea of when things 
might get back to some kind of normal, and so it’s even more important to 
begin to make plans as to what we need to be doing. 
 
A couple of weeks ago we thought about three priorities that the churches 
should have: 
 

• to encourage more people to follow Jesus. 

• to help those who do follow him deepen their relationship with him – 
become closer followers if you like 

• to help establish the Kingdom of God 
 
Last week we talked about the Kingdom of God, and how we might help 
establish the Kingdom in Shirley and beyond by what we do and who we are. 
This week we will look at the other two priorities, but on the understanding 
that the three are very much intertwined and hence inseparable. 
 
The first of these – encouraging more people to follow Jesus – is perhaps the 
one that causes most anxiety and fear even. Maybe we imagine standing on 
street corners or perhaps trying to persuade people that our beliefs are better 
than theirs. But those thoughts are, I believe, misconceptions. It doesn’t have 
to be like that. This sort of encouragement is something that we can all be 
involved with. It really isn’t that hard. 



 
Who are we talking about when we think of people to encourage to follow 
Jesus? The reality is that it is most likely to be people we already know or know 
of. Either our own personal friends and neighbours, or those we have contact 
with through the various church activities. Those most likely to make some 
kind of response to follow Jesus are those who have some kind of contact with 
the church already. They are, if you like, the people on our fringes. 
 
The couple who attend every Christmas Eve. 
The family who come most months to Messy Church 
The lady who comes into the building on a Friday morning to pray for ten 
minutes 
The couple who are getting married here in the summer 
The family whose child came to the Journey to the Stable and wanted to come 
again 
The man who came to the Summer Fair and had a good conversation while 
enjoying a decent cup of coffee 
The lady who was widowed and whose husband’s funeral we took 
The man who always talks to the people looking after the churchyard 
 
These are the people who have already, in some way, taken a first step. We 
already have points in common with them. They have become part of our 
wider network. If we are serious about wanting more people to become 
followers of Jesus, then it makes sense to think first about these people on our 
fringes.  
 
Last week in the discussion groups on Wednesday and Thursday we were 
thinking about what these kinds of people would think about what we do on 
Sunday mornings. How would they relate to our worship? How comfortable 
would they feel? Would they want to come back? Would they get a sense of 
awe and wonder at the presence of God? 
 
Some of the thoughts we had in answer to those kinds of questions were: 
 

• they might find worship confusing or bewildering;  

• the language or music could be alien to them 

• they might be uncertain about what to wear and where to sit 

• entering a strange building full of people they don’t know might be 
daunting 

• they might feel they are not “good enough” to be in church 

• would they get a sense of joy and excitement or would it seem just 
routine? 



 
We talked too about the reasons we “come to church” - which ranged from 
encountering God, being with other believers, learning more about God, 
experiencing calm and peace, having our spirits lifted, to being a sign of our 
commitment and discipleship. And we wondered whether we adequately 
conveyed these reasons by what we do and who we are. 
 
I am sure that most of us are a bit nervous when we go somewhere or do 
something new. We are not sure if we will belong; we don’t know the other 
people; we’re uncertain of what is expected of us. And we will judge 
something afterwards not so much by what we did but by how it made us feel. 
Were we made to feel welcome and wanted? Were we comfortable? Was it a 
good experience? All very subjective criteria. 
 
And so the discussion on Wednesday and Thursday moved on to how we might 
make people feel comfortable and welcome without being overpowering and 
patronising. How can we make it easier for those who are unfamiliar with 
church to follow what’s going on and feel involved. How can we share that joy 
at being in the presence of God that so many experience. We began to think 
about (amongst other things) how we might welcome families and ensure that 
children feel they belong (and that their parents are comfortable with what is 
provided); whether it might help to introduce different types of music; 
whether it might be better to sit other than in rows facing the front. We 
thought about the way we serve refreshments and the need when we are 
planning to think more about how occasional attenders might find things. One 
thing we all agreed on was that welcoming was not the sole task of designated 
“welcomers” but the responsibility of everyone.  
 
Of course it’s not just Sunday worship that all this applies to. Tuesday café, 
ploughmans lunch, churchyard groups, coffee mornings, suppers and quiz 
nights, care homes, activities in schools and much more. Any activity the 
church organises presents an opportunity to welcome people in and help them 
feel at home. Any activity is a way deeper into the church community for those 
on the fringes.  
 
And the reason we need to be so concerned about what people think about 
church is that when they feel comfortable and at ease it’s much easier to talk 
to them about why we are there; what being in church means to us. Although I 
said a week or so back that our aim is not to get people to belong to church but 
to encourage them to follow Jesus, research has shown that belonging is more 
often than not a step on the way to believing. On their journeys of faith most 
will find a home in a church community before their faith, their following of 



Jesus, develops. Providing a welcoming, friendly, open and honest community 
is therefore vital. 
 
But it is also vital that the community is not a static community – that it is a 
growing and changing community. That each one of us in this community of 
faith – this church - is on a journey of faith – we are all learning more each day 
and becoming closer followers of Jesus. None of us have “made it”.  So what 
we are doing is welcoming people as fellow travellers on a journey. It isn’t that 
we have the answer and they need to hear – it’s that we are all learning to 
follow Jesus more closely each day.  
 
And maybe realising this will help us understand why sharing our faith need 
not be so daunting. We don’t have to know all the answers; we don’t have to 
be able to persuade people what to believe; we don’t have to be super-
religious people; we don’t have to be perfect; we don’t need to have got life 
sorted. We are just saying “we’re on this journey trying to follow Jesus and to 
follow him more closely. Why not join us as we find out more”. We are saying 
“learning to following this Jesus is helping us as we try to make sense of our 
lives – why not give it a go”. We are saying “We are here to worship a God who 
loves us and makes us joyful – why not come and see”. 
 
And if you are not sure what becoming a closer follower of Jesus means for 
you, then here’s some ideas of things you could do – and the time of Lent is 
traditionally a time when Christians would do this. 
 
Take some time each day to read some scripture – starting with the gospels is a 
good idea. If you’ve never read one through from start to finish then read 
Mark’s gospel 
 
Take part in our Reflective Worship this evening as Kate is thinking more about 
how we can use Lent to take some more steps on our journey of faith 
 
Think seriously about actively working at following Jesus more closely. We are 
looking at ways we can do this – perhaps small support groups – a few friends 
we can share things with and pray with; perhaps something a bit more 
structured as we seek to deepen our trust in Jesus. 
 
Have a word with me or one of the others on the ministry team and we will try 
to help you. 
 



So the questions we are going to think about this week as our churches move 
into the post Covid era are about these two priorities of helping more people 
follow Jesus and following him more closely ourselves. 
 
Who are those people who are on our fringes?  
How can we encourage them to find out more and to take some steps on their 
journey of faith?  
How can we best welcome them to become part of the church community? 
How can we too journey on and learn to be closer followers of Jesus? 
 
Introduction to the Peace 
 
Jesus said: ‘Love one another. 
As I have loved you, 
so you are to love one another.’ 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 
Blessing 
 
The Lord bless you and watch over you, 
the Lord make his face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you, 
the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace; 
and the blessing … 
 
Hymn – Brother, sister let me serve you 
 
1. Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 
 
2. We are pilgrims on a journey, 
we’re companions on the road; 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
3. I will hold the Christlight for you 
in the nighttime of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 

4. I will weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 
I will share your joy and sorrow, 
till we've seen this journey through. 
 
5. When we sing to God in heaven, 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we've known together 
of Christ's love and agony. 
 
6. Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 

 


