
Prayers & Readings 19th September 2021 
The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 

Collect 

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers of your people who call upon you; 
and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they ought to do, 
and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. 
 
(or) 
 
Lord of creation, whose glory is around and within us: open our eyes to your wonders, 
that we may serve you with reverence and know your peace at our lives’ end, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 

A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 
low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  Then the glory of 
the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken.’ 

A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All people are grass, their constancy is 
like the flower of the field.  The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of 
the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass.  The grass withers, the flower fades; but 
the word of our God will stand for ever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of 
good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, 
do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’ See, the Lord GOD comes with 
might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in 
his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Acts 8:26-40 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now 
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning 
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, 



‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet 
Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless 
someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of 
the scripture that he was reading was this: 
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
   and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
     so he does not open his mouth. 
In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
   Who can describe his generation? 
     For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 
The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 
he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they 
came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 
being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the 
eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went 
on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Luke 4: 16-21 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on 
the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
   because he has anointed me 
     to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
   and recovery of sight to the blind, 
     to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.’ 

 
Post Communion 

Almighty God, you have taught us through your Son that love is the fulfilling of the law: 
grant that we may love you with our whole heart and our neighbours as ourselves; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

Next week’s readings: Joel 2:21-27, 1 Timothy 6:6-10, Luke 12:13-21 



 

Meekness and Majesty 
 
Meekness and majesty, 
Manhood and Deity, 
In perfect harmony, 
The Man who is God. 
Lord of eternity 
Dwells in humanity, 
Kneels in humility 
And washes our feet. 
 
O what a mystery, 
Meekness and majesty. 
Bow down and worship 
For this is your God, 
This is your God. 
 

 
 
Father's pure radiance, 
Perfect in innocence, 
Yet learns obedience 
To death on a cross. 
Suffering to give us life, 
Conquering through sacrifice, 
And as they crucify 
Prays: 'Father forgive.' 
 
Wisdom unsearchable, 
God the invisible, 
Love indestructible 
In frailty appears. 
Lord of infinity, 
Stooping so tenderly, 
Lifts our humanity 
To the heights of His throne. 
 

 
How lovely on the Mountains 
 
How lovely on the mountains 
Are the feet of Him 
Who brings good news good news 
Proclaiming peace 
Announcing news of happiness 
Our God reigns our God reigns 
 
Our God reigns our God reigns 
Our God reigns our God reigns 
 
You watchmen lift  
Your voices joyfully as one. 
Shout for your King, you King 
See eye to eye 
The Lord restoring Zion 
Your God reigns, your God reigns. 

 
 
 
Waste places of Jerusalem  
break forth with joy 
We are redeemed, redeemed 
The Lord has saved  
and comforted His people 
Your God reigns, your God reigns! 
 
Our God reigns our God reigns 
Our God reigns our God reigns 
 
Ends of the earth,  
see the salvation of your God 
Jesus is Lord, is Lord 
Before the nations  
He has bared His holy arm 
Your God reigns, your God reigns! 

 


