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Open Monday to
Friday (except Bank

Holidays)

Vicar - Reverend Peter Law-Jones
The Vicarage, 2  Bishopton Close, Shirley B90 4AH        Tel: 0121 293 7610
email: pljz1000@gmail.com

Associate Vicar - Reverend Paul Day
18 Widney Lane, Solihull B91 3LS Tel: 0121 537 9672
email: pgday@hotmail.co.uk

Reverend Theresa Jones        Tel: 01564 822687
email: theresaj1@btinternet.com

Reverend Nick Ball
12 Apsley Croft, Kings Norton, B38 0AF Tel: 0121 243 1336
email: nicholaseball@hotmail.com

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS and COMMUNION FOR THE SICK - please contact the Parish Office

ST JAMES THE GREAT CHURCH, Church Road, Shirley B90 2AX
Sunday:      8.00am   Holy Eucharist or Morning Worship

10.00am Holy Eucharist or Morning Worship
       12.30pm    Baptisms (by appointment)

Tuesday:     9.45am Holy Eucharist (Healing Eucharist/The Guild of St Raphael - 1st Tuesday of the
     month)
Wednesday   4.00pm Contemplative Prayer - last Wednesday of the month
Thursday:  10.30am   Holy Eucharist
Friday:  10.00am   'JimmyTots' in Church House for pre-school children and their carers
Saturday:  10.00am Messy Church - 3rd Saturday of the month in Church House

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH, Widney Junior School, Clifton Crescent, Solihull B91 3LQ
Sunday:    10.30am Holy Eucharist or Morning Worship
     4th Sunday (when there is no 5th Sunday) the venue alternates with St John’s
     6.00pm Holy Eucharist or Evening Worship at Phoenix House, B90 4PQ
Tuesday:    12noon Ploughman’s Lunch in Church House (alternate weeks)
     2.00pm ‘Tuesday Cafe’ in Church House (alternate weeks)
Wednesday  10.45am Holy Eucharist at Swallows Meadow (alternate weeks), B90 4PH
     2.00pm Home Group at 122 Cranmore Boulevard, B90 4RU
Thursday    3.30pm    Messy Church - 3rd Thursday of the month

ST JOHN THE DIVINE CHURCH, Tilehouse Lane, Tidbury Green, Shirley B90 1PW
Sunday:    9.00am Holy Eucharist or Morning Worship
     4th Sunday - (when there is no 5th Sunday) venue alternates with Christ the King
     7.00pm Reflective Worship - 1st Sunday of the month
Wednesday: 10.30am Coffee Morning - 2nd Wednesday of the month
Wednesday: 10.30am Share a Prayer & Bible Reading - 3rd Wednesday of the month

   Parish Services are held when there are five Sundays in the month

                                                                            (continued inside the back cover)

Address:   Church House, Church Road, Shirley, B90 2AX
Telephone:  0121 745 8896
email:       admin@shirleyparish.co.uk
Parish Website:   https://shirleyparishb90.wixsite.com/live
Social Media:  twitter.com/@ParishB90
       facebook.com/@AdventureinFaithB90
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TRY THIS HAND WASHING TECHNIQUE …

Flowers and Plants for Every Occasion

         Vi  STEVENS LTD
           Floral Designers

             Personal Attention to All your Floral Requirements
391 Stratford Road, Shirley. Tel: 0121 745 5847  www.vistevensflorist.co.uk
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FAREWELL AND ‘THANK YOU’ TO PETER & KATE
As most of you know, when I was appointed to be Associate Vicar of Shirley back at
the end of 2017 it was after having been out of active Parish ministry for almost twenty
years. Appointing me to the position must have been a bit of a risky move, and I am
very grateful personally that Peter, along with the rest of the appointment panel, took
that risk.

Over these past two years or so Peter has been a great colleague to work with. Always
supportive and encouraging and always ready to allow me to try something new –
even if (as I know it has been sometimes) it is well out of his comfort zone.

I was fortunate in joining the Parish after the reorganisation which created the two
separate parishes of Shirley and Salter Street. In steering that reorganisation through,
Peter has laid the solid foundations for what we are seeing today – three churches
growing ever closer together and moving forwards together in faith and love. His work
in those difficult days was critical to where we are now.

I am aware, as I am sure many of you are, of the toll all of this has taken upon Peter
and I am sad that in some ways it has contributed to his decision to retire from parish
ministry. On a personal note I will miss him as a friend and colleague but will carry
with me much wisdom and many lessons learned from him.

I would like to wish Peter and Kate all the very best in the years ahead – whatever
those years might hold – and assure them of my prayers.

Reverend Paul Day

Give to us your people, living God,
A renewed faith and a bold vision

that we may proclaim
the Good News of your Son

with faith that your kingdom will come,
with hope for our community

and with love for Him
who died and rose again

to save us, Jesus Christ our Risen Lord
Amen

OUR PARISH PRAYER
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How sad I was to hear that Peter is to retire and that the last service he takes will be
on Easter Sunday, a time to rejoice that Christ is risen.  Sad that is for us his parishioners.

I know from what various people have said that he has been a real help to them in
their troubles and these very same people will want to wish him and Kate a very happy
retirement.  Not sure he will be putting his feet up though, if it is like my retirement,
he will be kept extremely busy and not just with family either.

News soon spread about his appointment to the Parish back in 2013 and what on
earth were we to expect from a leather clad priest who goes around on a motorbike!?
However, Peter and Kate soon settled into our way of life, and, being the man that
he is, he didn’t just rush in and change things straight away but left it  until he felt the
time was right and we all began to know and trust him.  Change was inevitable and
eventually a new Parish was formed under his watchful eye.

We have slowly moved forward under his guidance. This has not always been easy
for him and at times he must have felt frustrated. But with the help of Paul and the
deputy wardens things have taken shape and some of his ideas will be carried forward
long after his departure.

Oh well, Peter as I said previously it is with sadness that we shall be saying goodbye.
I would like to say more but feel that it may embarrass you so here’s to the future -
may God be with you and bless you always.

Margaret Foreshew (Parish Warden)

OUR PRAYER FOR GROWTH

God of Mission, who alone brings growth to your Church,
send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning,
wisdom to our actions, and power to our witness.

Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you,
and in service to our local community.

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen

FAREWELL AND ‘THANK YOU’ TO PETER & KATE
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SHIRLEY PARISH BOOK CLUB - ‘SHARED LIVES’
“…books are like a map of the world. There are infinite paths you can take … and none
of them are right or wrong…they give readers landmarks to help them find their way,
but every reader has to learn to set their own compass.”

If this is true of novels, then it is almost certainly true of biographies. They give us a
map of the world, landmarks and insights into the past, the present and into ourselves
as readers.

The February meeting of the Shirley Parish Book Club was a challenge. Every member
had been invited to read, bring along and then talk about a biography, autobiography
or memoir. As you will see, and possibly expect from the list of choices, the range was
eye-watering and the necessarily brief time each member was given to articulate a
response was bursting with emotion and thought.

This was a memorable evening. The sort of evening that we would
love to share with others. The ‘infinite paths’ found in these books,
by the members of our congregation listed alongside the titles,
proved to be an inspiration.

Our next book is a mystery: Once Upon a River by Dianne Setterfield
and we will meet at 7pm in St James Church on Wednesday 1st April
to discuss it.

 Ray Speakman
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 ‘SHARED LIVES’ continued
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LIVING WITH MY TERMINAL ILLNESS
When I was first told that my illness was terminal I couldn’t help but ask God
“WHY ME?".

After all I had gone from being a complete atheist to a Reader/Lay Minister for our
church. So I felt useless, I wanted to cry, I didn’t want to attend church anymore, I
didn’t want to hear people praying for me yet alone see me in my wheelchair wrapped
up in a blanket and with the oxygen I needed now to help me breathe. I had sunk into
a self-loathing depression.  I wanted to turn my back on the world. I don’t know how
Denise coped with me as I took everything out on her, and I wonder how she stayed.

Then one day I was just sitting by myself and I felt a change come over me.  So what,
your illness is terminal, one day we will all die, and it’s not like I had been killed or
told I had only weeks to live.  What I had been given was a chance to go on another
journey in my faith with God.

The following happened a few days later when I found myself sitting in a hospital bed
and the hospital chaplain, Lynn Busfield, came to bring me communion.  She asked
"would I like the curtains drawn around my bed"? Somewhere from deep within me
I heard this voice loudly reply "NO".

We took communion and Lynn left. The guy in the bed opposite told me it was great
to see someone with a faith. He told me he was a Muslim and we had several
conversations about our faiths and even prayed for each other.

Then when I came out of hospital the district nurse came and we ended up talking
about church and what the church offered the community. She was surprised that
church was so much more than just a Sunday service and was going to see what her
local churches offered in Bromsgrove for her daughter and some of the people on
her district rounds.

The following day our lovely palliative nurse called with a student. This student noticed
our photo of when we were licensed.  She asked "was I a Vicar”? I explained to her
that I was not a Vicar but a Reader, so again I ended up sharing my faith with them,
that I had accepted that I was going to die and that I realised that whatever form this
dying process came in, it was also my passage into heaven and eternal life with Jesus.
I needed to look it square in the face and embrace the time I have left as God was still
using me to spread the word through my very own faith in him.

The paramedics who came out to me had to stabilise me enough to take me into
hospital and I asked God to help them to help me, when they were struggling to do
so, which again sparked up a conversation about prayer and my faith.
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LIVING WITH MY TERMINAL ILLNESS continued
They thanked me later saying that, although they both had got little faith, I had given
them a good insight into God without trying to convert them - plenty of food for
thought.

These last two weeks I have yet again been sitting in a hospital bed. I have had good
days and days where it has been a real struggle to talk to my visitors as all I have
wanted to do is sleep. But today it’s a good day and so I asked the nurses if they could
spare me some paper. I explained what I needed it for and later on, as most of this
was written down, they asked if they could read it.

They are amazed at my faith and think it’s good I share it so freely, not being ashamed
to show others that I believe in God.

The next morning one of the young nurses came to me and told me that on her way
home last night, before she left the hospital, she had been into the multi-faith room
and lit a candle for my strong faith. She had never been in there before and was struck
by the peacefulness of the room.

So, you see God is using me still. I have been healed in the most unexpected of ways
as my journey is still going on.  So, I want to leave you all with one last thought - How
Great Is Our God???? Amen

Graham Smith (Reader)

Decorating Plus … (Odd Jobs)
B90 and nearby

Call Stewart on 07802 566 441 or 0121 744 2804
( Another Local Handyman ! )
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I was at a conference recently where someone said that the church should be
committed at the core and open at the edges. And I thought that both of those aspects
are worth thinking about.

The edges – are we tempted to make judgements as to who belongs to the church
and who doesn’t?

Talking to people in the Parish about weddings, baptisms or funerals I am constantly
surprised by the number of people who feel that St James (and as the Parish Church
it usually is St James) is somehow their church. This is where they were baptised, or
this is where their parents were married, or this is where their grandparents are
buried. So, are they in some way part of the church?

Or what about those who come at Christmas or Easter, or those who come
occasionally to Messy Church, or those who are present month by month as we take
communion to a care home? What about those who drop by in the day time to say a
prayer, light a candle or simply sit in silence before God? Or what about those who
come to the social functions we organise?

I think we are treading on dangerous ground if we start saying who is “in” and who
is “out”. We could easily end up excluding people completely or putting them off any
connection they might have with the church. Surely the fuzzier our edges are the
better.

But what about the core? And what is the core?

It could be those whose names are on the electoral roll. They are the people who
have a say at annual meetings; they are the people who can stand for election to the
PCC or to the various church committees. But the electoral roll in itself is not a
measure of commitment to the Parish.

The core – and, in terms of that quote, the committed core - are those who give
generously in terms of time, energy, resources and of course money; those who are
motivated by the gospel message not just to live it out but also proclaim it through
all the things the church is involved with.

If we want to fulfil our mission statement of ‘Knowing Christ, Making Him Known’ we
need to have as large and committed a core as possible so that we have the people
who can take a lead and play an active part in all the activities we organise. We need
as many as possible to give generously and pray fervently for the church’s mission.
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So, I think the statement at the conference is correct - for the Parish to flourish in its
life and mission we need both those fuzzy edges and that committed core. And we
should be aware that part of the evidence for a flourishing church is the gradual
movement or journey of people from the fuzzy edges towards the committed core.
But remember, being one of the committed core is not an end in itself! We are all on
a lifelong journey with God, getting to know him more and more, whatever our
commitment to the church.

Reverend Paul Day

HOW FUZZY ARE OUR EDGES? continued

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
Following a very difficult pregnancy, fifteen years ago my daughter delivered
prematurely my beautiful twin granddaughters, for which we were all truly blessed.

During my prayers I made a promise to offer help in volunteering for any children's
cause. To this end an opportunity came two years later for me to take over the roll
as Parish Coordinator for the Children’s Society.

The Children’s Society strives to help children and young adults through many projects
nationwide. The Society helped almost 10,000 vulnerable children and young people
last year 2019. Every “penny” donated through your house boxes helped towards
this.

Through your contributions a total of £408 was raised last year which unfortunately
was down by a £100 on 2018. However, a big ‘thank you’ to every one of you that has
supported this wonderful charity, which is allied to the Church of England. If anyone
would like a house collection box, please let me know so we can continue to help
these vulnerable children.

This year’s boxes can be handed in to either myself or the Parish Office commencing
April 2020.

Kind regards and best wishes to you all.

Jan Gardner
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CHURCH HOUSE ‘BACKYARD’ REFURBISHMENT 2020
A start has been made on the improvement of the area behind Church House.

Our aim is to have an area that can be enjoyed by all who use Church House,
particularly the children from Messy Church, Jimmy Tots, the Guides and the
Rainbows.

There have been three working parties to
clear as much of the area as physically
possible. The large laurel has been removed
and many wheelbarrows full of soil have
been taken across the road and used to fill
some of the holes in the Church Yard.

It has become very clear that the fences are in poor
condition and need replacing. The uneven slabs need
to be lifted and replaced with some hard landscaping
and a softer surface, which will be safe for children to
play on.

There are plans to have a gazebo fitted against the back
wall of the hall, which will provide a lovely place to sit
and relax.

One or two raised beds have been included in the plans,
to be planted by the children and the green-fingered
amongst you.

Our aim is to develop an ‘oasis of calm.’

How are we going to afford this?

A budget of £3,000.00 has been set.

We are applying for a grant from the Allchurches Trust, which if successful will go a
long way towards paying for the work.

Various groups have already pledged some money and we have donations of over
£220.00 towards the work.

There will be fundraising events organised, so please come and support the project.

A jigsaw sale will be the first event - on Sunday 3rd May after the morning service.
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CHURCH HOUSE ‘BACKYARD’ REFURBISHMENT 2020
How can you help?

�� Do you have any expertise in garden design?
�� Do you know any trades people who may be willing to give advice and help?
�� Would you like to sponsor an element of the work? It may be buying a packet of

seeds, buying a plant to climb up the gazebo, purchasing plants for the raised
beds, a fence panel or even a new slab.

This is an exciting project and we must
have faith that we can achieve, with hard
work and determination, a result that will
be of benefit to us all.

 Linda Pitt and Kate Crocker (Deputy Wardens)
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We welcomed Rowena Nicholls, a MU Trustee, to our February meeting for a talk on
‘Reflections for the beginning of Lent’ which included Shrove or Shrive Tuesday. Shrive
is an old English word which means to obtain absolution for one's sins by way of
confession and doing penance. Thus, Shrove Tuesday was named after the custom of
Christians to be "shriven" before Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent.  Ash
Wednesday derives its name from the placing of ashes on the foreheads of
participants to either the words "Repent and believe in the Gospel" or "Remember
that you are dust, and to dust you shall return". This was followed with reflective
readings and culminated with Rowena reading the following poem:

I got up early one morning
And rushed right into the day.
I had so much to accomplish that,
I didn't have time to pray.

Problems just tumbled about me,
and heavier came each task.
"Why doesn't God help me?"
I wondered. He answered, “You didn't ask,"

I wanted to see joy and beauty,
but the day toiled on, grey and bleak.
I wondered why God didn't show me.
He said, "But you didn't seek”:

I tried to come into God's presence.
I used all my keys at the lock.
God gently and lovingly chided,
"My child, you didn't knock."

I woke up early this morning
and paused before enter the day.
I had so much to accomplish
that I had to take time to pray.

AUTHOR UNKNOWN
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Forthcoming meetings – With the increasing threat from Coronavirus a decision has
been taken, in the interests of all, to suspend our monthly meetings until further
notice. All up to date Mothers’ Union information will be in the weekly pew slip.

If you would like a lift to our meetings, hospital appointments etc. please contact a
member of the committee:

Linda Pitt 0121-744 6777
Liz Yates 0121-744 6416
Susan Knight 0121-744 6298

We extend a warm welcome to visitors to any of our meetings.

With our best wishes
Susan Knight

MOTHERS’ UNION REPORT continued

EARTH DAY - WEDNESDAY 22nd APRIL
Sometimes good things arise from bad situations, and Earth Day is one such example.
Born out of the massive oil spill disaster in Santa Barbara, America, in 1969 and
organised by the Earth Day Network, Earth Day was created to bring support and
awareness of environmental protection on a global scale.

Now celebrated in more than 193 countries, with over one billion people taking part,
this year’s event will mark its 50th Anniversary and will include many activities, such
as clean-ups and tree planting.

April 22nd is also the day of our APCM (see page 20) and we hope to mark Earth Day
in a small way at the start or end of this meeting. Please attend to support both events.

Our Eco Focus Group

The world needs you — and your actions — for Earth Day
2020.  There’s so much you can do to help protect and
restore our planet.

Visit https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-tips/ for forty
six tips to make a difference every day.
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FABRIC BAGS UPDATE
Your response to the appeal for those of you able to sew fabric bags for the Food
Bank has continued to be overwhelming. Thank you all. They are much appreciated
at the Food Bank and are invaluable to them.  Let’s continue to do our bit in reducing
the number of plastic bags used.

I have now placed two containers at the back of St James’s Church. One has the cut-out
kits and instructions; the other contains parcels of three lots of fabric and a pattern,
requesting that anyone who can or cannot sew please take one of these to help me
keep up with the demand.

Please return cut-out kits to the appropriate container at
the back of church and any completed bags to the Parish
Office. These are collected with the food we donate by
Elizabeth and David Paice and taken along to the Food Bank
ready for packing up.

Again, thank you all.
Chris Speakman
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OUR LOCAL FOOD & CLOTHING BANKS
FOOD BANK: several people have recently asked for details of “our” Food Bank and
its satellites - I think that the best idea may be for me to give their website for you to
view their activities and aspirations: www.sparkhill.foodbank.org.uk

The mountains of food which were donated over the
Christmas period seem to be vanishing at a high speed of
knots. This is partly due to increased numbers of needy
clients but also the decline in donations.  Hopefully the
customary Easter boost will keep us going - the usual
culprits for empty shelves are tinned fruit, boxes of long
life juice, small bags of sugar and dried milk.  I fear that
the reality of the Coronavirus may hit our donations badly
as people panic buy and the shelves empty.  Our clients
have no such luxury as stockpiling! Though we are
continuing to be very generous with baked beans and pasta!!

Thank you for the lovely colouring books and felt tips: I have made them up into sets,
put them in plastic bags ... and sneaked a child’s toothpaste and toothbrush in as well!
No harm in trying …

CLOTHING BANK: the men’s sweaters were quickly issued, many thanks.  Men’s
trainers and shoes are always a problem, sizes 8 and 9 in particular:  any in reasonable
condition loitering in your cupboard which you could spare?   Nurse Jacqui helps with
the homeless (usually men) when they are admitted to the hospitals of Good Hope,
Heartlands and Solihull.  Often their clothing has to be cut off on admission and we
are usually able to supply replacement clothing from Tyseley Clothing Bank for when
they are discharged.  The problem comes when they are admitted to a ward and have
no suitable bed clothing.  Jacqui is appealing is for men’s pyjamas, dressing gowns
and slippers in reasonable condition and washable, and men’s basic toiletries.

When I started writing this article on the Food Bank etc. so long ago, I had no idea
that I would still be doing it in March 2020 – let alone that it would expand to include

toiletries, toys, children’s books and specific
clothing needs.  I apologise if I keep repeating
myself month on month – sadly it reflects some
folks’ distressing lives.

Elizabeth Paice
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CORONAVIRUS & THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
At the time of going to print, the situation and measures being put in place to prevent
the spread of Coronavirus are changing daily.  However, the current advice from the
Church of England that we will be following is –

�� offer Communion in one kind only i.e. the consecrated bread or wafers
�� suspend handshaking or other direct physical contact during the sharing of the

Peace
�� suspend direct physical contact as part of a blessing or "laying on of hands"
�� suspend catering (teas, coffees etc.) where multiple people touch cups, mugs,

utensils and foodstuffs
�� refrain from passing collection plates around
�� suspend the use of holy water stoups
�� ensure good cleaning of surfaces that people touch regularly, including such things

as door handles, light switches etc.
�� wash hands before and after coming to church
�� use a tissue if you need to cough or sneeze and then throw it away

What should I do if I am feeling unwell?
If you are either feeling unwell, or if your doctor thinks you would be particularly
vulnerable to coronavirus due to an underlying health condition, please do not come
to our church services or activities but do let the Parish Office or one of the ministry
team know so that we can keep in touch with you and ensure that  you are getting
any help or support that you need.

What else do I need to do?
As the situation or advice changes some of our services or events may be subject to
change or cancellation, possibly at short notice.  Please therefore ensure that you
read the weekly pew slips and check the Parish’s website –
https://shirleyparishb90.wixsite.com/live and social media
https://www.facebook.com/AdventureinFaithB90/

1st  2.30pm: Lent Group at St James Church
  7pm: Book Club at St James Church
2nd  7.30pm: Lent Group at 18 Widney Lane
4th  8.30am: Parish Prayers at 18 Widney Lane

5th  PALM SUNDAY
11.30am: The Friends of St James Walking Club

6th  7.30pm: Compline at St James Church
7th  9.45am: Healing Eucharist at St James Church
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MAY 2020 PARISH MAGAZINE
DEADLINE FOR INFORMATION & ARTICLES - Sunday 12th April

PUBLICATION DATE - Saturday 25th April

OUR PARISH DIARY FOR APRIL 2020
7th  7.30pm: ‘Stations of the Cross’ at St James Church
  7.30pm: ‘START’ course at 18 Widney Lane
8th  7.30pm: Reflective Worship at St John’s Church
9th  MAUNDY THURSDAY
  7.30pm: Eucharist and Vigil at St James Church
10th GOOD FRIDAY
  10.30am: Walk of Witness
  1pm: Meditation & Liturgy at St James Church
  7pm: Taize Service at Widney School
11th 8.30am: Parish Prayers at 65 Baxters Road

12th EASTER SUNDAY
  6am: Sunrise Service at St John’s Church
  8am: Holy Communion at St James Church
  10am: Parish Service at St James Church

18th 8.30am: Parish Prayers at St James Church

19th THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

22nd 7.30pm: APCM at St John’s Church (see page 20)
23rd St George
25th St Mark

8.30am: Parish Prayers at St James Church
10am: Worship Workshop at St James Church (see page 20)
10.30am: The Friends of St James Coffee Morning at Church House

26th THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

28th 7.30pm: St James Management Committee Meeting
29th 4.00pm: Contemplative Prayer at St James Church
 7.30pm: CTK Management Committee Meeting
30th 7.30pm: St John’s Management Committee Meeting
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OUR ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
will take place this year at St John’s Church at
7.30pm on Wednesday 22nd April.

The APCM gives us the chance to look back
over the past year and forward to the next
and beyond. It gives an opportunity to thank
God for all he is doing in and through the
churches in the Parish and to prayerfully
anticipate the future.

There are also some formal things that have to be done. The Parish accounts need to
be approved and we need to elect Parish Wardens, Deanery Synod representatives
and PCC members. Anyone on the electoral roll can stand for election, and they will
need to be proposed and seconded by two other people on the electoral roll. Proposal
forms are available at the back of each church.

We need to elect:
�� two Parish Wardens
�� three Deanery Synod representatives
�� four PCC members from each of the churches

Reverend Paul Day

COME AND JOIN A WORSHIP WORKSHOP
Have you ever wondered if you could lead the
intercessions in church or do the Bible reading? Are we
as welcoming as we might be in our churches?

Our worship workshop on Saturday 25th April will give
some tips on how to lead prayers, read the Bible in public
and some thoughts on welcoming. Come along if you do
these things already and would like to improve, or if you
think it might be something you can contribute to the
church’s worship. 10am until 12.30pm in St James
Church.
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Ingredients

1 tablespoon vegetable oil
6oz red lentils
1 chopped onion
1 large clove of garlic, crushed
3 teaspoons medium hot curry powder
1 pint vegetable stock, made from a stock cube
Handful of spinach
Fresh coriander (optional)

Method

1. Heat the oil, fry the onion and garlic with the curry powder
2. Add lentils, salt, pepper and stock
3. Bring to the boil, turn down to simmer for 30 minutes
4. Add spinach, frozen (thawed) or fresh in last 5 minutes
5. Stir occasionally, adding water if necessary to prevent sticking
6. Sprinkle with fresh coriander if liked
7. Serve with pitta bread.

Lovely grub!

‘HEALTHY EATING FOR A HEALTHY PLANET’ - A SIMPLE
RECIPE FROM OUR ECO CHURCH FOCUS GROUP
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Monumental Masons

BANNOCKS OF SOLIHULL
Five generations of quality manufacturing

and service from a family business.

All aspects of Monumental Masonry

PERSONAL ATTENTION ~ ADVISORY SERVICE
LARGE DISPLAY

117 Streetsbrook Road, Solihull B90 3PF
(Opposite Robin Hood Cemetery)

Tel: 0121 744 1727
www.bannocksmemorials.co.uk
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HELLO FROM THE FELLOWSHIP SINGERS OF SHIRLEY
The Fellowship Singers of Shirley choir was formed
in 1952, and we continue to rehearse on Sunday
evenings in Church House.

Since January we have welcomed a new Musical
Director, Alex Lindsay, and Accompanist, Stuart
Jeffs. The choir has an extensive and very varied
repertoire, everything from The Beatles, Leonard
Cohen, Andrew Lloyd Webber, Cole Porter to
Adele and Take That.

Recent purchases include ‘City of Stars’ from the film La La Land  (2016) and ‘A Million
Dreams’ from the film The Greatest Showman (2017), but we have also been
rehearsing Handel’s Zadok the Priest!

We would love you to join us at our next concert on
Saturday 16th  May, 7.30pm at St James the Great Church.

Do look out for the forthcoming posters around Shirley, and tickets will be available
on the door.

For more information please take a look at our website
http://fellowshipsingersshirley.org.uk or find us on Facebook.

Rebecca Lovell

Bill Boyce - Decorators
ALL TYPES OF PAINTING, DECORATING AND GLAZING

Free Estimates
89 Union Road, Shirley, Solihull, West Midlands, B90 3BY

Telephone: 0121 744 0040          Email:  billboycedecorators@hotmail.co.uk
www.billboycedecorators.co.uk

PODIATRIST / CHIROPODIST
Surgery and Home Visits

JONATHAN LEESE D.Pod.M., M.Ch.
HPC REGISTERED

Tel: 0121 733 1292 193 Creynolds Lane, Shirley B90 4ES
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THE WINDERMERE ROW
He holds him with his skinny hand

'There was a ship' quoth he.
'Hold off! unhand me, grey-beard loon!'

Eftsoons his hand dropt he.

(Rime of the Ancient Mariner)

Yet again, caution and commonsense are thrown to the wind as I agree to take part
in ‘The Windermere Row’ in aid of St Gemma's Hospice in Leeds.

Yet again, I will 'willingly' clamber into an old heavy wooden rowing boat to row the
ten miles from Water's Edge, Ambleside to Bowness and back.

As always, I will be fully aware of the amount of water beneath the boat and how low
down the boat appears to be.

But this year will be different - sadly I will be the oldest crew member. I will become
the Ancient Mariner!

We pray for warm weather, for calm waters and accurate steering, not wishing to go
aground in the middle of the lake as once happened. Neither do we want the rudder
to drop off or the ferry to pass too close.

You can perhaps tell how much I am looking forward to Saturday 27th June.

However, it will be all worthwhile if I am able to raise over £100 for St Gemma's and
this I can do with your help in sponsoring me. Later on there will be a sponsor form
in St James' Church, if you are willing to help by signing the form I will be delighted.

If you wish to know more about the work of St Gemma's Hospice you can find out
more from www.st-gemma.co.uk

Water, water everywhere,
And all the boards did shrink

Water, water everywhere
Nor any drop to drink.

Andrew Guy
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY …

by Kevin Gill

followed by a light supper

Saturday 2nd May at 7pm
at St James Church

Tickets £8
(including a glass of wine)

Proceeds to Parish funds

St John’s Church

Summer
Fete

2pm on Saturday
11th July
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THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD
Across
1 Relating to the whole universe (6)
4 The disciple who made the remark in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6)
8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — hands, I will not believe it’ (John 20:25) (2,3)
9 He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn the scroll containing Jeremiah’s message
 (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)
10 Baptist minister and controversial founder of America’s Moral Majority,
 Jerry — (7)
11 ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)
12 Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)
17 Port from which Paul sailed on his last journey to Rome (Acts 27:3–4) (5)
19 ‘Moses was not aware that his face was — because he had spoken with the
 Lord’ (Exodus 34:29) (7)
21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse (7)
22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5)
23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the — apostles’ (Acts 1:26) (6)
24 ‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in — and you came to visit me’
 (Matthew 25:36) (6)

Down
1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)
2 Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7)
3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)
5 For example, the Crusades (4,3)
6 11 Across is certainly this (5)
7 He reps (anag.) (6)
9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9)
13 Man who asked the question in 11 Across was in charge of all her treasury
 (Acts 8:27) (7)
14 They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine’

(1 Timothy 3:8) (7)
15 The human mind or soul (6)
16 ‘O Lord, while precious children starve, the tools of war increase; their bread

is — ’ (Graham Kendrick) (6)
18 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not — ’ (Matthew 11:17) (5)
20 Bared (anag.) (5)
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THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD & SUDOKU

Answers are on
page 31

Crosswords reproduced by kind
permission of BRF and John
Capon, originally published in

Three Down, Nine Across, by John
Capon (£6.99 BRF)
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 APRIL WORDSEARCH
Even as Jesus ate that last Passover meal with His disciples, He warned them He was
about to be betrayed. He took the bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it to them; He
took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them to drink. The Old Covenant, based on
Law, was ticking away its final hours; the New Covenant, based on Christ’s body and
His blood, was about to be ushered in. Jesus prayed in Gethsemane that this fearful

cup might be removed from Him, but even more, that
God’s will might be done. And it was. From Easter
onwards we can only approach God through His Son,
Jesus Christ, not on our own merit.

Answers are on
page 31

APPROACH
ATE
BETRAYED
BLESSED
BLOOD
BODY
BREAD
COVENANT
CUP
DISCIPLES
DRINK
EASTER
GETHSEMANE
GOD
JESUS
LAST
LAW
MEAL
NEW
OLD
PASSOVER
REMOVED
THANKS
WARNED
WILL
WINE
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PUZZLE ANSWERS

31

THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES 100 CLUB

Congratulations to the March winners
£50 - Hazel Whyte
£25 - Lorna Bevins

Glazing and Locks
�Misted/broken double glazing replaced
�All double glazing repairs
�Over 25 years experience
�City & guilds qualified

Contact Jason on 07789761412

� Police and Age Concern registered
� Full locksmith service
�Key cutting
�Windows, door realigned
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Elizabeth Grove, Off Union Road,
Shirley, Solihull,  B90 3BX

A NOT-FOR-PROFIT RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME WITH A
“HOMELY TOUCH” FOR OLDER PEOPLE

��Small caring home
��Stands in quiet grove in its own pleasant grounds
��A short walk from Shirley town centre.
��Emphasis is on a homely atmosphere where residents feel safe & secure
��Dignity & privacy are respected
��Staff trained  to provide individual needs
��Individual dietary requirements are met
��Friends & families are always encouraged to visit & join in the

programme of entertainments, worship & other activities

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION & BROCHURE
TELEPHONE 0121 744 2753

Elizabeth House
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PARISH REGISTERS

BAPTISMS

March   1st  Teddy Michael James Regan
    29th Willow Grace Whittingham
      Louie Mark Arthur Taylor
FUNERALS

March  2nd Betty Eileen Peranzi     102
   6th  Thomas James ‘Gordon’ Burton  83
   13th Peter Claude Entwistle Bury   89
   18th George Brown       97
   18th Kathleen Margaret Davis    88

Mobile Foot Health Practitioner
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FOR ANY ENQUIRIES ABOUT THIS MAGAZINE PLEASE CONTACT
THE PARISH OFFICE OR THE EDITOR -

Gill Hanton, 200 Tythe Barn Lane, Dickens Heath B90 1PF
Telephone : 0121 733 2347 or 07973 942145
Email : shirleyparishmagazine@gmail.com

Whilst every care is taken to ensure that the contents of the magazine are correct,
the Parish cannot be responsible for any errors that may occur in the editorial or

advertisements, nor for the actions of the advertisers.

FOR IMMEDIATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE

0121 604 2104 / 07956 228 842

Registered with Age Concern

From A Minor Repair To A New Roof
Guttering Re-

paired &
Cleaned Out

from  £25

Repairs
from as lit-
tle as  £35

✓ NEW ROOFS
✓ NEW FLAT ROOF SYSTEMS
✓ RIDGE TILES REPOINTED & REBEDDED
✓ GUTTERING - UPVC CLADDING
✓ NO MONEY UP FRONT
✓ TOP QUALITY MATERIALS
✓ SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNTS

  FREE QUOTATION Without Obligation

The Roof Repair Co.
24 hour
serviceLeaking roof



Kate Day           Tel: 0121 537 9672
email: kate_day@me.com

Gill Gough             Tel: 0121 603 2636
email: g.gough@hotmail.co.uk

Sarah Penfold         Tel: 0121 681 1525
email: sarahpenfold@blueyonder.co.uk

Denise Smith        Tel: 01564 822606
email: deesmith1181@hotmail.com

Graham Smith            Tel: 01564 822606
email: graydeecentaur@hotmail.com

Parish Wardens
Margaret Foreshew  Tel: 0121 603 9833  Gill Hanton  Tel: 0121 733 2347
email: mhforeshew@gmail.com                               email: gill.hanton@btinternet.com
Deputy Wardens - St James the Great Church
Kate Crocker   Linda Pitt
Tel: 0121 258 2956  Tel: 0121 744 6777
Deputy Wardens - Christ the King Church
Denise Smith   Graham Smith
Tel: 01564 822606  Tel: 01564 822606
Deputy Wardens - St John the Divine Church
Linda Alford   Sue Barnard
Tel: 0121 430 4785  Tel: 0121 430 4453

Belinda Piasecki - email: belinda.piasecki@hotmail.co.uk
                  Tel: 0121 244 9637

       Tel: 0121 745 8896 (c/o Parish Office)

David Paice - email: dlpaice2@talktalk.net
                               Tel: 0121 745 8896 (c/o Parish Office)

Bellringers - St James the Great Church
Colin Baugh
Tel: 0121 744 1361
Organist & Choirmaster - St James the Great Church
Kevin Gill
Tel: 0121 705 0987
Organist - St John the Divine Church
Shirley Beedon

* PLEASE LET THE EDITOR KNOW OF ANY CHANGES *




