
               
Coral reef 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Due to the sea warming and becoming more polluted the coral reefs which were 
colourful and full of different life are becoming bleached white and nothing grows 

there. Use your imagination to make a model reef inside a cereal box. 

 

You will need: 

 

An empty cereal box 

A sheet of blue paper as big as the big side of the box 

Scissors 

Something to make holes in cardboard with (could be an adult) 

PVA glue 

Coloured pipe cleaners 

Blutack 

Blue or black wool 

Scraps of coloured card 

Sticky tape 

 

Turn over for instructions 

 

 



What to do: 

 

1. Start by cutting a rectangular hole in one of the big sides of the box, leaving a 
frame around the edges.  

2. If you want you could cover the box with paper. Or paint over the writing that 
is already there. Or just leave it as it is.  

3. Cut a piece of blue paper the same size as the big side of your box and carefully 
post it through the end then stick it to the side that you haven’t cut a hole in. 
This is fiddly and the alternative is to carefully unstick the side of the box and 
then stick it together again once the paper is in place.  

4. Stand the box on one of the long sides and make some holes in the opposite 
long side. I found that the best way was to make small holes with a needle and 
then use scissors to make them bigger.  

5. Reassemble your box so that the ends are closed and glued or taped in place. 
You should now have a box that looks like a television in which you can build 
your coral reef. 

6. Use the pipe cleaners to make some coral and fix it to the blue paper inside the 
box using blutack.  

7. From the coloured card cut out fish, shellfish and weed. It is best to fold the 
card over and cut two identical shapes.  

8. Decorate the front and back of your fish if you want to. 

9. Cut a piece of wool about 15 cms long then put it between the front and back 
of a fish gluing the front and back together so that the wool stays in place.  

10. Thread the wool through one of the holes at the top of your box and pull it 
through until you fish is where you want it to be. Then tape the wool to the 
outside of the box. Cut off any extra. 

11. Repeat with all the fish you have made.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

  



 
 


