
Prayers & Readings 12th September 2021 

Collect 
 
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 
grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that, always abiding in you, 
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 
(or) 
 
Lord God, defend your Church from all false teaching and give to your people knowledge of your 
truth, that we may enjoy eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Jeremiah 2:1-19 
 
The word of the LORD came to me, saying: Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem, Thus says 
the LORD: I remember the devotion of your youth, your love as a bride, how you followed me in the 
wilderness, in a land not sown. Israel was holy to the LORD, the first fruits of his harvest. All who ate of 
it were held guilty; disaster came upon them, says the LORD. 

Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel. Thus says 
the LORD:  What wrong did your ancestors find in me that they went far from me, and went after 
worthless things, and became worthless themselves? They did not say, ‘Where is the LORD who 
brought us up from the land of Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a 
land of drought and deep darkness, in a land that no one passes through, where no one lives?’ I 
brought you into a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things.  But when you entered you defiled 
my land, and made my heritage an abomination. 
The priests did not say, ‘Where is the LORD?’ Those who handle the law did not know me; 
the rulers transgressed against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal, and went after things that do 
not profit. 

Therefore once more I accuse you, says the LORD, and I accuse your children’s children. Cross to the 
coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and examine with care; see if there has ever been such 
a thing.  Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are no gods? But my people have changed 
their glory for something that does not profit.  Be appalled, O heavens, at this, be shocked, be utterly 
desolate, says the LORD, for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain 
of living water, and dug out cisterns for themselves, cracked cisterns that can hold no water. 

Is Israel a slave? Is he a home-born servant? Why then has he become plunder? The lions have roared 
against him, they have roared loudly. They have made his land a waste; his cities are in ruins, without 
inhabitant. Moreover, the people of Memphis and Tahpanhes have broken the crown of your head.  
Have you not brought this upon yourself by forsaking the LORD your God, while he led you in the way? 
What then do you gain by going to Egypt, to drink the waters of the Nile?  Or what do you gain by 
going to Assyria, to drink the waters of the Euphrates? 
Your wickedness will punish you, and your apostasies will convict you. Know and see that it is evil 
and bitter for you to forsake the LORD your God; the fear of me is not in you, says the Lord GOD of 
hosts. 



Acts 7:51-54 
 
‘You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are for ever opposing the Holy Spirit, 
just as your ancestors used to do. Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They killed 
those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers and 
murderers. You are the ones that received the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.’ 

When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. 

Matthew 23:23-39 
 
‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cummin, and have 
neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. It is these you ought to have 
practised without neglecting the others. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel! 

‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the plate, 
but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the 
cup, so that the outside also may become clean. 

‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which on the 
outside look beautiful, but inside they are full of the bones of the dead and of all kinds of filth. So you 
also on the outside look righteous to others, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate 
the graves of the righteous, and you say, “If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not 
have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.” Thus you testify against yourselves 
that you are descendants of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your 
ancestors. You snakes, you brood of vipers! How can you escape being sentenced to hell? Therefore I 
send you prophets, sages, and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in 
your synagogues and pursue from town to town, so that upon you may come all the righteous blood 
shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you 
murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. Truly I tell you, all this will come upon this generation. 

‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often 
have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you 
were not willing! See, your house is left to you, desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again until 
you say, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”  

 
Post Communion 

Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; and, because without you our human frailty 
cannot but fall, keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable 
to our salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 


